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ALLIANCE OF ILLUSIONISTS
SAM Assembly 138 - Fort Worth, Texas
Larry Brown, 2006 President

April 6, 2006
Larry J. Brown Jr.
1308 Oliver Street
Weatherford, TX 76086
Dear Executive Committee and General Membership
of The Fort Worth Magicians Club,
As the President of the Alliance of Illusionists SAM Assembly 138, it is my privilege to
invite the members of The Fort Worth Magicians Club, IBM Ring 15 to combine our organizations and create a unified magic community in Fort Worth.
A survey commissioned by the Alliance of Illusionists has confirmed by overwhelming
agreement that combining the clubs would be for the benefit of all.
The Fort Worth Magicians Club’s long history and larger size make it clear to AOI members that the newly merged club should carry the name and governance of The Fort Worth
Magicians Club. Any assets of the Alliance of Illusionists would become the property of the
Fort Worth Club.
Per the prior agreement of FWMC President John Miller, all current AOI members will
become members without additional fees or requirements for the remaining FWMC fiscal
year.
I am excited by the possibilities of this new, stronger club, affiliated with both major magic
associations in the United States and available to all who share our common interests as
the place for magic and fraternity in the Fort Worth area
Please respond in writing with your acceptance or rejection of this invitation. I am hopeful
that we can announce the end of separate clubs in Fort Worth at the next Alliance of
Illusionist general meeting, Tuesday, April 11, 2006.
Sincerely,

Larry J. Brown Jr.
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Alliance of Illusionists
SAM Assembly 138
2704 Ryan ‐ Fort Worth, Texas 76110
www.allianceofillusionists.com
communications@allianceofillusionists.com

2017 SAM ASSEMBLY 138 SURVEY
As a member in good standing of the national Society of American Magicians and affiliated with the
Bruce Chadwick SAM Assembly 138 Alliance of Illusionists, I vote for the following:

MEETINGS: (Check One Only)
Assembly 138 should only meet concurrently with the Fort Worth Magicians Club and not have
any other Monthly Assembly Meeting.
Assembly 138 should meet concurrently with the Fort Worth Magicians Club and also have an
additional separate Monthly Assembly Meeting.
Assembly 138 should not meet concurrently with the Fort Worth Magicians Club and instead
only have its own separate Monthly Assembly Meeting.

OFFICERS: (Check One Only)
The officers of the Fort Worth Magicians Club should also be the officers of SAM Assembly 138.
SAM Assembly 138 should elect its own officers according to its Assembly Bylaws.

I verify that I am a member in good standing with the national Society of American Magicians. I claim
affiliation with SAM Assembly 138 based upon the following reason(s):
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
To validate this survey, please submit the following information. Writing must be clear and legible
(print clearly). Please return this survey to the email address or US mailing address indicated above.

NAME: _______________________________________________________________________________
STREET: ____________________________________ CITY: ______________ STATE:_____ ZIP:________
PHONE: ________________________ EMAIL: __________________________________ DATE: ________
SIGNATURE: __________________________________________ NATIONAL SAM NUMBER: __________

Alliance of Illusionists
SAM Assembly 138
2704 Ryan ‐ Fort Worth, Texas 76110
www.allianceofillusionists.com
communications@allianceofillusionists.com

BASIS FOR THE 2017 SAM ASSEMBLY 138 SURVEY
PURPOSE
This survey is to poll the members in good standing of the national Society of American Magicians organization, and who
are also affiliated with the Bruce Chadwick SAM Assembly 138 Alliance of Illusionists, to determine how Monthly
Assembly Meetings should be held and how officers should be determined.

HISTORY
The Bruce Chadwick SAM Assembly 138 Alliance of Illusionists was founded about 15 years ago on Tuesday evening
October 9, 2001 at Bruce Chadwick’s Illusion Warehouse magic shop. A group of magicians were meeting together
monthly as a chapter of the Fellowship of Christian Magicians. They voted to become the Bruce Chadwick SAM Assembly
138 Alliance of Illusionists. The National Council of the SAM chartered Assembly 138 on April 20, 2002.
Bruce Chadwick was instrumental in helping establish the Assembly. In fact most of the members of the Assembly came
from the Illusion Warehouse customer base. Even after the formation of the Assembly in 2001, the Illusion Warehouse
continued to be the catalyst that helped the Assembly blossom during the next four years to over 40 national SAM
members. As Assembly members learned about the Fort Worth Magicians Club and the Ren Clark IBM Ring 15, it was a
natural progression for many Assembly 138 members to also join these clubs as well.

MEETING CONCURRENTLY
Early in 2006 some of the local magicians suggested that it might be more convenient if there was only one Fort Worth
area magic club and monthly magic club meeting. They suggested the idea that the Fort Worth Magicians Club, the Ren
Clark IBM Ring 15, and the Bruce Chadwick SAM Assembly 138 Alliance of Illusionists should combine into one club.
The Assembly administered a written survey asking Assembly 138 members their opinions. The vast majority of the
respondents voted in favor of supporting such a union. Assembly President Larry Brown sent a letter to the Fort Worth
Magicians Club and Ren Clark IBM Ring 15 on April 6, 2006 suggesting this action.
However the attorney for the Fort Worth Magicians Club objected. In fact the FWMC and Ring 15 had recently separated
so the FWMC could become a separate 501(c)6 non‐profit for corporation for liability concerns when hosting TAOM
conventions. He explained that for the FWMC to recombine with IBM Ring, or for the FWMC to combine with the SAM
Assembly, would diminish this purpose.
The Fort Worth Magicians Club and IBM Ring 15 replied with a letter to SAM Assembly 138 rejecting their proposal.
However in their letter they also invited the Assembly to start meeting with them concurrently, in the same way the Fort
Worth Magicians Club and IBM Ring 15 were already concurrently meeting together and maintaining separatism.
Therefore on July 13, 2006 the three clubs voted to start meeting at the same date, time, and place, with each club
maintaining independence and sovereignty. This has allowed the IBM Ring 15 and SAM Assembly 138 to maintain their
proper relationships with their parent national magic organizations, and for the Fort Worth Magicians Club to remain an
independent non‐profit corporation separate from the IBM and SAM to fulfill its 501(c)6 obligations.

THE IBM AND SAM SLIDE
The idea of three separate clubs concurrently meeting together while maintaining independence was forged with good
intentions. However with the Fort Worth Magicians Club not able to require its members to be national IBM or SAM
members, there has been little incentive for magicians joining the FWMC to spend additional money to join either or
both the IBM or SAM national organizations. Assembly and Ring membership has declined steadily over the years while
the Fort Worth Magicians Club membership has grown dominant. This has also caused many uninformed magic club
members to mistakenly assume the Fort Worth Magicians Club is also the IBM Ring 15 and SAM Assembly 138.

THE ASSEMBLY ACTS
With the national SAM organization requiring a minimum number of national SAM members to maintain an Assembly
charter, and Assembly 138 dangerously close to failing this requirement, original SAM Assembly 138 charter members
met to discuss the issue. They called a Special Assembly Executive Committee meeting on Tuesday evening July 5, 2016.
At this meeting the Assembly renewed its Bylaws and its website at www.sam138.com. The Assembly then reaffirmed
their last “Assembly membership elected” officers with the expectation that the Assembly would follow its Bylaws and
hold a new election in December 2016.
The group then renewed its commitment to continue meeting concurrently with the IBM Ring 15 and the Fort Worth
Magicians Club on the first Thursday of each month. At the same time to give area magicians an incentive to join the
national SAM and local SAM Assembly 138, the group also voted to reinstate separate Monthly Assembly Meetings on
the third Thursday of each month.
Assembly charter member Larry Brown sent the FWMC and the Ren Clark IBM Ring 15 a letter outlining the Assembly’s
renewed vision. Independent Monthly Assembly Meetings then began on Thursday evening July 21, 2016. Since then the
Assembly has met monthly on the third Thursday of each month. Attendance has increased month after month, and
currently there are approximately 25‐30 members and guests in average attendance.

STAGING A COUP?
Several Fort Worth Magicians Club officers have opposed the actions of the Assembly. First they claimed that the Fort
Worth Magicians Club officers are also the officers of Assembly 138. They appealed to SAM national President Jeff
Sikora. Hearing the claims of the last “Assembly membership elected” officers as well as the claims from the FWMC
officers, Jeff officially declared that Assembly 138 has no officers and SAM Assembly 138 must have a new election.
Some of the Fort Worth Magicians Club officers then complained that the vote of the Assembly to reinstitute its own
Monthly Assembly Meetings was never authorized. The Assembly has countered by referencing Fort Worth Magicians
Club Bylaw 1.03 “The Fort Worth Magicians Club may meet concurrently with, and yet is independent from, the Bruce
Chadwick Assembly 138 of the Society of American Magicians.” Also the Assembly Bylaws have similar language. The
Assembly believes that only SAM Assembly 138 members and not the Fort Worth Magicians Club or its officers have the
authority to determine when and where Assembly 138 meets.
Most recently some of the Fort Worth Magicians Club officers have complained that Assembly members are trying to
move the Assembly away from the Fort Worth Magicians Club and IBM Ring 15. Larry Brown’s July 2016 letter refutes
this. Also the Assembly website explains that the Assembly vote to reinstitute separate Monthly Assembly Meetings on
the third Thursday of each month is only to build local and national SAM membership.
The Fort Worth Magicians Club’s sanctioned investigation committee comprised of Pix Smith and new 2017 FWMC
President Ross Lampe gave their report at the November 2016 concurrent magic club meeting. Their report reinforced
most of the Assembly’s claims and actions. The Ross/Smith report also concluded that “the clubs are independent from
each other” and “If they so choose, each club can have independent meetings.”

LET THE ASSEMBLY DECIDE
The most reasonable solution to end these current disagreements is to simply allow the members of the SAM Assembly
138 to choose their destiny. The 2017 SAM Assembly 138 Survey will define the will of the members of SAM Assembly
138 regarding Monthly Assembly Meetings and officer determination. The survey is intended to be neutral and unbiased,
and it is expected that the Assembly will follow its conclusions.

Bruce Chadwick SAM Assembly 138
Alliance of Illusionists
2704 Ryan ‐ Fort Worth, Texas 76110
www.sam138.com

October 28, 2016
Dear Fort Worth Magicians Club and IBM Ring 15:
We anticipate the upcoming report from Pix Smith and Ross Lampe. Obviously their report will have to include the
recent email declaration from national SAM President Jeff Sikora that he sent to Josh Ayala, Jeff Halberg, Bruce
Chadwick, and Larry Brown. Sikora has officially declared that Assembly 138 has no officers, Assembly 138 must
have a new election, and only Assembly 138 members who are also national SAM members are eligible to vote.
To follow Sikora's declaration, the SAM Assembly 138 members in attendance at our October 20 Monthly
Assembly Meeting nominated the following individuals to serve as Assembly 138 officers for 2017:
President ‐ Bronson Chadwick
Vice President ‐ Roy Burson
Administrator ‐ Al Fox
Sergeant at Arms ‐ Cindy Bighorse

Communications ‐ Bruce Chadwick
Historian ‐ Larry Brown
Member at Large – Unknown at this time

The Assembly will also honor additional nominations. Both nominees and those making nominations must have
reasonable affiliation with SAM Assembly 138. All nominations must be received no later than at our November 17
Assembly Meeting so that an official ballot can be composed, made available for download from the Assembly’s
website at www.sam138.com, and provide ample time for voting as described below.
The Assembly’s bylaws state that Assembly elections are held at December Monthly Assembly Meeting. This year’s
meeting will be held on Thursday December 15, 2016 at 7:00 pm, Illusion Warehouse, 3917 McCart Ave, Fort
Worth, Texas 76110. Voting and final tabulation of votes will occur at this meeting. So that no one will be left out
and to be fair to all SAM Assembly 138 members, early voting will also be honored. Ballots may be delivered:
•
•

•
•

By courier to the December 15 meeting.
By US Mail to PO Box 12345, Fort Worth, Texas 76110. Voters are urged to mail their ballots by Certified US Mail.
To the Illusion Warehouse during the store’s regular business hours. A store employee can provide a receipt.
Outside of regular business hours, dropped through the Illusion Warehouse door mail slot.

The deadline to submit ballots is the beginning of the tally on December 15. Ballots received in a sealed envelope
format on or before the Thursday December 15 Monthly Assembly Meeting will remain sealed until the beginning
of the tally. All voters must be members in good standing with the national SAM organization and voters must
include with their ballots reasonable evidence that they are affiliated with SAM Assembly 138.
Sincerely,

Bruce Chadwick SAM Assembly 138 Alliance of Illusionists

To the Board of Trustees, Fort Worth Magicians Clubs and members of S.A.M. Assembly 138
As you know, Ross Lampe and Pix Smith agreed to go through the documents, and the
situation regarding the status of the Assembly, its relationship to the FWMC, and the officers in
particular.
Though we haven’t completely finished reading all the documentation, looking at the history,
both current and past versions, and the governing documents of the organizations, we do feel
like the Assembly should elect its own, independent officers, whether they serve also as the
same, or different officers in the FWMC. This is predicated on not seeing any official
minutes/vote from the FWMC that the officers in the club also serve as the officers for both Ring
15 and Assembly 138.
Now, that said, that doesn’t mean that this doesn’t exist, and if it does, it would change our
opinion. However, as it stands, I think we would strongly advise the Assembly to create a slate
of Assembly office nominees following their By-Laws’ nominating process. We realize that
would involve making certain that all Assembly members (as well as potential area SAM
members that may not currently be 138 members) are aware of the process, and given the
opportunity to have their voices heard. We know that is a tall order, but doing so will make
certain that if by December nothing has turned up that codified the joint/all-in-one officers, Ass’y
138 will not suffer a leadership void that might jeopardize their national standing. These officers
serve the Assembly independently from the FWMC -- they don’t automatically become members
of the Executive Committee, but it would be a good idea to invite an officer to sit in an advisory
capacity.
We are both aware that this might not sit well with everyone, but at the outset, our goal was to
make certain that people were mostly happy with the result. Our hope is that this accomplishes
that.
We would also encourage Assembly 138, the FWMC, and Ring 15 to commit to moving forward.
Encouraging Assembly and Ring membership through the national organizations will only
strengthen all three. Already, an alternative for people who just can’t make the first Thursday
meetings exists, and that opportunity has been made open to all club members as well as area
magicians. That’s a good thing.
The FWMC is fortunate to have so many dedicated people as members, many of whom are
passionate about magic and the club. Passion often gets people crosswise with situations, but
if we all agree to think twice before reacting, and if we take special pains to explain the thoughts
behind actions, that there will be much less tension all around. Having one critical issue settled
ought to go a long way toward putting all three organizations back on the road to promoting
magic in a positive light.
Respectfully submitted,

Ross Lampe
Pix Smith

Hello Everyone!

Baffling Last month's close up gala
a huge success as we
Bits! was
had 30
people show up! Thanks to
Dan Strange, Josh Ayala,
Ron Wilson and Ronnie
Ramin for providing our
entertainment and magic
lessons last month! If you
missed last month then you
don't want to miss next
week's meeting on May 4th
at 7:00 p.m.

M

ay 4th: Tarbell (need I say more?)
There have been some real gems in
the pages of the Tarbell Course of
Magic, so I want to have people bring their
favorite stage or stand up routine from the
Tarbell course. Let me know if you intend to
perform so I can get you on the program. Also,
Matthew Martin will be performing for us with a
act from Tarbell! It will be exciting to see what
he has in store for us! Special bonus for this
meeting is our Collector's Corner! Ash Adams
will be presenting it for us and as always its a
huge treat with all the stories and history he has.

J

une 1st the theme is I.B.M.- We will be
discussing the International Brotherhood of
Magicians and specifically Ren Clark for

which our ring is named after! We will have our
historian Rick Bircher tell us about Ren as well as
others bringing their stories. You will not want to
miss this event as there are some special surprises
that hopefully will pop up for this meeting!
Club Show:

A

s you know for the past few years the club
has presented a public show and we are
gearing up for that to happen in
September once again! If you are interested in
helping please contact Will Baffle as soon as
possible as things are starting to go into full swing
again! Some of the help we need is: up to 10
strolling magicians, 3 stationary close up
magicians, backstage tech assistants, If you are
interested in performing let Will know as the
lineup is being worked up and will be amazing as
always!
Qualification Acts:

W

e have had a number of people join the
club that have not performed the
required qualification act. Please
contact Will Baffle to find out when this can be
done. Your act should be roughly 5 minutes.
There is openings in the May 4th club meeting
that this can be taken care of but contact Will first
as spaces fill up quickly.
Jeff Hallberg:
We are losing one of our own! Jeff Hallberg has

Rick’s Ramblings, continued
A few weeks later, the man returned. He gave Mark a few
business cards; he was with Dr. Pepper. Their home office was in
Dallas, and he told Mark, who was then 15, that they wanted him
to make a Ferrari disappear at the Texas State Fair that year.
Mark said that he almost died – he had no idea how he was
going to make a full sized car vanish. Mark knew also that this
was a golden opportunity for a 15 year old boy (or anyone for that matter). Mark took the principle
used to vanish a dove and converted it to a much large size The principle has had many names
throughout the years. Dove not vanished and Bengal not a move to others. Not sure how it fooled
anyone, but it got Mark’s career going! Mark was then approached to stay on with Dr. Pepper. Kellog’s
also offered him a deal, as did many others.
(Next month, more on Mark Wilson, his course, and other little known facts!)

FWMC, IBM, and SAM changes

F
A

or several months now there has been a group of fellow magicians meeting at the Illusion Warehouse on
the third Thursday of the month. Late last year this group expressed interest in possibly becoming the
representative meeting of Society of American Magicians Assembly 138, the Bruce Chadwick Assembly.
There has been some back and forth discussion between the two groups over the last several months, but we
have not been able to resolve the issue until now.
s many of you know the Fort Worth Magicians Club Inc. is a non-profit corporation that exists
independently from any national magic organization. For decades it supported the International
Brotherhood of Magicians Ring 15 (Ren Clark Ring). For approximately the last ten years it has also met
concurrently with Assembly 138. In any event, the club has remained completely independent both in form and
in fact from these organizations. After discussion with the executive committee a vote was taken (and passed) at
the April meeting to no longer meet concurrently with Assembly 138.
hat does this mean for you, the club member? Nothing, there will be no noticeable change. You are
not required to have a membership in any national organization to belong to the Fort Worth Magicians
Club. Essentially, what this means is that no official S.A.M. business or administrative duties will be
conducted by the Fort Worth Club. This will allow the Fort Worth club to focus on and strengthen the I.B.M. Ring
and we hope to see both organizations thrive under this new arrangement. The official S.A.M. Assembly 138
meeting and all official business will no longer take place concurrently with the Fort Worth Magicians Club. If you
wish to participate in voting for officers, writing by-laws or any other such official business of the organization
then you will need to attend the meetings currently held the third Thursday at Illusion Warehouse. All
administrative work, business affairs, and related items will take place there. If you are a member of Assembly
138 and wish to participate in the direction of the Assembly then you will need to attend these meetings to
participate.
s mentioned above there should be no noticeable change in the Fort Worth Club. The Fort Worth
Magicians Club has been and will remain independent and therefore no change of the bylaws is
necessary. We wish the S.A.M. Assembly 138 much continued success and hope to see it grow. We
have many members who participate in both groups and hope to see the Assembly continue to flourish in its new
location. We are of the opinion that this change will ultimately benefit all in the local magic community.

W

A

Regards,
The Fort Worth Magicians Club Executive Committee
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2017 SAM Survey Conclusions
March 2017

The 2017 SAM Assembly 138 survey went well. Our Assembly made a concerted effort to contact all
national SAM members in the Fort Worth area who have any affiliation with the Bruce Chadwick SAM
Assembly 138 Alliance of Illusionists. All members were given multiple chances to respond to the survey.
Members were given the opportunity to complete the simple survey online or download it in PDF format
and return it by US Mail.
Twenty-two SAM members completed the survey. All but one of the respondents voted for our Assembly
to continue meeting concurrently with the Ren Clark IBM Ring 15 and Fort Worth Magicians Club Inc, as
well as have our own independent monthly Assembly meeting. All respondents voted in favor for our
Assembly to elect our own officers in accordance with our Assembly Bylaws.
The results of the survey were announced to the FWMC Executive Committee at the most recent April 6,
2017 monthly combined meeting of the IBM Ring, SAM Assembly, and Fort Worth Magicians Club.
However the FWMC Executive Committee rejected the survey conclusions. Instead they voted that “The
Fort Worth Magicians Club shall no longer meet concurrently with the Bruce Chadwick SAM Assembly
138.”
It is unfortunate that the officers of the Fort Worth Magicians Club voted without notifying club members of
their intentions prior to the meeting night on April 6. Members in general were not given the chance to ask
questions, provide opinions, or discuss the matter prior to the FWMC Executive Committee’s vote to stop
meeting with the Assembly.
The Fort Worth Magicians Club Executive Committee also made the proclamation that “The Assembly is
free to schedule its own independent monthly Assembly meetings and elect its own officers.”
The committee also assigned FWMC President Ross Lampe with the job of preparing a letter and email to
both the Assembly 138 and to SAM National President Jeff Sikora stating clearly that “The Fort Worth
Magicians Club and its officers no longer have affiliation with Assembly 138 and that the Assembly is now
free to elect its own officers and plan its own meetings.”
Our Assembly will move forward. Certainly we have some planning to do at our next third Thursday
Monthly Assembly Meeting on April 20 at the Illusion Warehouse, 7:00 pm. Please mark your calendar!
Whether you are a national SAM member or not, please come, voice your opinion, and share your ideas.
Together we can continue to build Fort Worth strength in the Society of American Magicians. Thanks for
being a proud member of the SAM Assembly 138 Alliance of Illusionists!

From: Jeff Sikora <jeff@magicsam.com>
To: chadwickillusionist@yahoo.com
Sent: Monday, July 18, 2016 12:30 AM
Subject: S.A.M. Status
Hello Bruce,
Manon passed your e‐mail from July 12th on to me.
I have to say that I am so heartened by your dedication to the S.A.M. Assembly #138 was once strong and vibrant
and I'm sure you and Larry Brown can rebuild your membership. I would personally like to applaud and commend
both of you for taking action to make this happen. This speaks very highly of both of you, as well as anyone else
who is involved.
If there is anything I can do to help you, please don't hesitate to let me know.
Yours in M‐U‐M,
Jeff Sikora
National President
Society of American Magicians
(402) 339‐6726

‐‐
Jeff Sikora
S.A.M. National Second Vice President
(402) 339‐6726
On Fri, Aug 26, 2016 at 3:36 PM, Bruce Chadwick <chadwickillusionist@yahoo.com> wrote:
Hey Jeff,
We want you to know that our Bruce Chadwick SAM Assembly 138 Alliance of Illusionists here in Fort Worth, Texas
is once again building in membership and popularity among local magicians. Our Assembly has updated our old
Operations Manual into Bylaws. We have also updated our website at www.sam138.com. Please take a look at
that when you get a chance.
Although we have received some flack from the Fort Worth Magicians Club officers, most of whom are not SAM
members, we are moving forward with our Monthly Assembly Meetings on the third Thursday of each month.
Another thing we are doing is to offer free membership in the Assembly for the remaining 2016 club year to
anyone who will also sign up for the free trial membership in the national SAM organization. We invite you to do
the same. On the history page is a JOIN button. Would you do that today? It won't cost you anything. So far we
have over 20 other individuals who have taken advantage of this unique opportunity.
The last thing I want to tell you is that we have reintroduced our monthly newsletter that we call THE SERVANTE
(see copy attached in PDF format). We want to ask you if you would like to submit an article or two for publication
in the newsletter.
It would be a delight to have the National President of the SAM give us his perspective about anything in magic for
the newsletter, perhaps a trick, information about what's happening in the SAM, theory, anecdote, anything.

Honestly too, we really need some contributions right now to bolster our content. We will take anything we can
get from you, be that monthly, bi‐monthly, quarterly, or whatever you can offer us. Just a suggestion and a humble
request. And if you do submit something to us, send us a photo or two, or graphics, or any other artwork that
would be apropos.
Thanks Jeff. We look forward to hearing from you.
Bruce Chadwick
PS: My son Bronson Chadwick says hello.

http://www.sam138.com/
http://www.illusionwarehouse. com/

Jeff Sikora <jeff@magicsam.com>
08/27/16 at 5:01 PM
Hi Bruce,
Thank you for your e‐mail.
Assembly #138 was the topic of one of the discussions in our last online officer's meetings. I understand that there
is some discourse between members of Assembly #138 resulting in you and others splitting from the Assembly.
The officers we have on record for Assembly #138 include, among others, Joshua Ayala as President, Will Baffle as
Vice President and Jordan Burgess as Treasurer. I believe they are all S.A.M. members. It's the view of National
that the number #138 should remain with these recognized officers.
If you would like to apply for a new charter to start a new Assembly, you may certainly do so. The next number to
be assigned is a rather prestigious one...#300. If you would like to do this, I'm sure Assembly #138 would be willing
to let you name the new Assembly the Bruce Chadwick Assembly, if you'd like.
While I applaud your efforts to increase membership, I think there may be a bit of confusion. The S.A.M. doesn't
offer any "free trial membership." We do offer a free sampler issue of M‐U‐M and a $25 trial membership (I
believe it's for 4 months), but we don't offer a free trial membership.
If you would like to apply for a new charter, please contact Manon Rodriguez. She'd be happy to get the ball
rolling.
Yours in M‐U‐M,
‐Jeff Sikora
National President
Society of American Magicians

Josh Ayala Entertainment <joshayalaentertainment@yahoo.com>
11/10/16 at 7:52 PM
To
Larry Brown jqmagic
CC
Bruce Chadwick jeff.hallberg@att.net rwbaffle@gmail.com jeffiemagic@gmail.com DB and 5 more...
Message body
In regards to Larry browns email. the FWMC only elected club officers for the fwmc 2017 year and made aware
who was an active S.A.M. or I.B.M. member.
since officially 138 is on a hault, and waiting for mutual agreementso to be met. thanks again.
F.W.M.C. President Josh Ayala
817‐606‐7770
JoshAyalaEntertainment@yahoo.com

On Thu, Nov 10, 2016 at 4:57 PM
Larry Brown <lbrown@stateofficial.us> wrote:
Dear President Sikora.
I'm confused by your email. In the last meeting of the Fort Worth Magicians' Club the report commissioned by
President Ayala recommended the Assembly have a separate nomination and election from the IBM Ring and the
FWMC. They publicly read the nominations for the FWMC and separately the nominations for Assembly 138, so
far. We are still in the nomination phase and I'm not aware that they excluded anyone. I'm not a member of the
FWMC executive committee and believe I have been excluded from their extra scheduled meetings. Even so, I
applaud the effort made by the FWMC in bringing this to a resolution. I am hopeful that the election will give us
officers that are not contested.
Please let us know who you are referring to as far as communication and the current nomination process. I'm sure
the FWMC will correct the error, quickly. I am also unaware of Josh or myself using the assembly officer title of
President since receiving your first email on the subject.
Thank you,
Larry Brown
Past President and Charter member of Assembly 138
Member of the Ren Clark IBM Ring
Member of the FWMC
817‐341‐1235

On Thu, Nov 10, 2016 at 3:26 PM
jqmagic <jqmagic@cox.net> wrote:
Gentlemen,
I have discussed the Assembly 138 situation at great lengths with the National Officers and we have come to the
conclusion that since the election schedule for December 15, 2016, was not designed and implemented with the
cooperation of all parties involved, National will not recognize any results coming from said election. Any election
must be designed and agreed to by all parties involved.
The National Officers will be meeting via video conference next week and this matter will be on our agenda.
Again, I would like to express my dismay that this situation has progressed because some members find it hard to
communicate with others. I am asking both sides to open lines of communication and work together to find a
mutually‐agreeable solution to this problem. Until Assembly #138 presents a single list of officers, National cannot
officially recognize any officers for Assembly 138, and we request that no one claims to be an officer or a
representative of Assembly 138.
Yours in M‐U‐M,
Jeff Sikora
National President
The Society of American Magicians

‐‐
Larry J. Brown, Jr.
817‐341‐1235
lbrown@stateofficial.us

jqmagic <jqmagic@cox.net>
09/23/16 at 10:38 AM
To
lbrown@stateofficial.us chadwickillusionist@yahoo.com
CC
joshayalaentertainment@yahoo.com jeff.halberg@att.net
Gentlemen,
I have discussed the current status of Assembly #138 with my fellow National Officers, and we are all saddened
that things aren’t running smoothly for your Assembly: two groups of magicians claim ownership of Assembly
#138, and each group claims its officers are officers of Assembly #138.

I have received reports on this matter via e‐mail and have spoken to several people, both on the phone and in
person at the TAOM Convention in Corpus Christi. In those reports and conversations, I’ve heard allegations from
both sides. Frankly, it is hard, if not impossible to determine which side is correct. Still, we can be guided by the
S.A.M. Constitution and S.A.M. Bylaws.
The Constitution and the Bylaws allow the National Council to charter Assemblies. Each Assembly holds a unique
number. (Article VII: Charters, Section 1). But the S.A.M. cannot correctly identify Assembly #138, so it's with a
heavy heart that we must notify you that the S.A.M. cannot recognize either group until you can resolve this
predicament. Until then, Assembly #138 cannot have voting rights on the National level, nor can reports from
Assembly #138 be published in M‐U‐M.
The dilemma also affects new Assembly members. The S.A.M. Constitution states that when joining an Assembly,
the new member be certified by an officer of the Assembly with which he/she wishes to affiliate (Article III:
Membership, Section 5 a). As most new member applications are done on line, our National Administrator
normally sends new member packets to an officer in the "home" assembly, who presents the new assembly
member with the materials. Since the S.A.M. cannot correctly identify Assembly #138, our National Administrator
has no place to send new member packets; therefore, she will send materials to the member, who will be listed as
an "Associate Member" until Assembly #138 is correctly identified.
To resolve this dilemma, I'd like to recommend that you hold a definitive election, following, of course, the S.A.M.
Constitution, which states that Assembly members must be members in good standing in the S.A.M. (Article III:
Membership, Section 2 c).
That would seem a fair way to resolve this matter once and for all, and I hope that the results of the election would
be accepted and recognized by everyone involved.
I also hope that the S.A.M. members of Assembly #138 can put personal differences aside and take care of this
matter so that we can all return to observing the S.A.M. cabala, M‐U‐M, Magic‐Unity‐Might.

‐Jeff Sikora
S.A.M. National President
2016‐2017

Bruce Chadwick <chadwickillusionist@yahoo.com>
05/05/17 at 6:49 PM
To
Jeff Sikora Larry Brown Al Fox Ross Lampe Matthew Martin and 3 more...
Message body
Dear Jeff Sikora and SAM National Council,
You will recall that toward the end of last year, there was disagreement here in Fort Worth, Texas about who the
officers are of our Bruce Chadwick SAM Assembly 138 Alliance of Illusionists. The Assembly claimed that its last
Assembly membership elected officers were the officers of the Assembly, while several of the officers of the Fort

Worth Magicians Club claimed they were the officers of the Assembly. With the clubs meeting concurrently at the
same date, time, and place, it is easy to see how this misunderstanding occurred. Ultimately you Jeff suggested
that there should be a new officer election.
Jeff, you also ruled: “The Constitution and the Bylaws allow the National Council to charter Assemblies. Each
Assembly holds a unique number. But the S.A.M. cannot correctly identify Assembly #138, so it's with a heavy
heart that we must notify you that the S.A.M. cannot recognize either group until you can resolve this
predicament. Until then, Assembly #138 cannot have voting rights on the National level, nor can reports from
Assembly #138 be published in M‐U‐M.”
We are happy to report that this matter has been completely resolved. It was also resolved without the need for a
new Assembly officer election. In essence the Fort Worth Magicians Club appointed a special investigation
committee that examined the historical documents of the FWMC and our SAM Assembly 138.
They concluded that indeed as our Assembly originally claimed, SAM Assembly 138 is a separate club that only
meets concurrently with the Fort Worth Magicians Club. The FWMC also concluded that the 2016 officers of the
Fort Worth Magicians Club were incorrect in their assumption that they were also the officers of Assembly 138.
Attached in PDF format, please find a letter from new Fort Worth Magicians Club President Ross Lampe verifying
the club's conclusions..
With this matter resolved, please inform the national SAM national office to recognize only Larry Brown as
Assembly 138 President, Bruce Chadwick as Vice‐President, and Al Fox as Secretary‐Treasurer.
Most importantly, we ask that you reinstate our Assembly 138's voting rights on the national level and allow us to
again have our meeting reports published in M‐U‐M.
Please acknowledge the receipt of this email, and report to us that this has been done. This is very important to us!
If you have any questions, please contact any officer listed below. Thank you.

Bruce Chadwick MA, M.Div., AIMC

Larry Brown, 2016‐17 President
Bruce Chadwick SAM Assembly 138 Alliance of Illusionists
Phone 817‐341‐1235
Bruce Chadwick, 2016‐17 Vice‐President
Bruce Chadwick SAM Assembly 138 Alliance of Illusionists
PO Box 12345 – Fort Worth, Texas 76110
Phone 817‐832‐6062
Al Fox, 2016‐17 Secretary‐Treasurer

Bruce Chadwick SAM Assembly 138 Alliance of Illusionists
Phone 817‐845‐0419
Ross Lampe, 2017 President
The Fort Worth Magicians Club Inc.
Phone 505‐382‐4036
Matthew Martin, 2017 Secretary
The Fort Worth Magicians Club Inc.
302‐841‐7374

****

