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Next Monthly Assembly Meeting Thursday November 19, 2020 - 7:00 pm
Illusion Warehouse, 3917 McCart Ave, Fort Worth, Texas
Three blocks north of Seminary Drive/Across from Rosemont 6th Grade

GIGANTIC SALE ILLUSION WAREHOUSE
Allow your family to give you an early Christmas! In an unprecedented first‐time effort to help the Illusion Ware‐
house (where the SAM Assembly 138 Alliance of Illusionists holds its Monthly Assembly Meetings), the November
meeting will be dedicated solely to Illusion Warehouse magic shop sales.
Secretary Bruce Chadwick and President Cindy Bighorse have been working hard to fill the party room with dis‐
counted new and used magic tricks. Close‐Up, stand‐up, platform, stage effects, and a large assortment of magic
books will be available at tremendously discounted prices. Please note that all sales are final, and so please pur‐
chase carefully.
The first‐ever sale will actually begin at 1:00
pm on Thursday November 19, with the actual
Monthly Assembly Meeting running that eve‐
ning from 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm. Additionally the
sale will continue on Friday November 20 also
from 1:00 pm to 9:00 pm, and conclude on
Saturday November 21 from 10:00 am to 4:00
pm. The Illusion Warehouse takes cash, card,
and PayPal transfers. No checks please.
All customers and club members must wear
masks AT ALL TIMES during the sale and dur‐
ing the Monthly Assembly Meeting.
Magicians who need to attend the meeting via
Zoom may do so. One of the Assembly club
members will move table‐to‐table with the
camera beginning at 7:00 pm to show Zoom
watchers the magic offerings. See the website
at www.sam138.com. The Illusion Warehouse
is located at 3917 McCart Avenue, Fort Worth.
President Cindy Bighorse has called for an Ex‐
ecutive Committee Meeting at 6:00 pm imme‐
diately prior to the 7:00 pm Monthly Assembly
Meeting. All officers are requested to be in
attendance. Members in good standing (2020
dues‐paid‐up members) may attend. Visitors
may not attend Executive Meetings.

MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 2020 MONTHLY ASSEMBLY MEETING
AOI President Cindy Bighorse called to order the October Monthly Assembly Meeting of the SAM Assembly 138
Alliance of Illusionists promptly at 7:00 pm on Thursday October 15, 2020 at the Illusion Warehouse party room
and magic shop. A good number of attendees were present, both face‐to‐face as well as on Zoom. Cindy thanked
Enoch Ng, Bruce Chadwick, Mark and Cathy Jones, and Zoe Kiser for their recent volunteer performances at the
recent Saginaw, Texas police and first responder’s recognition.
Cindy made a few comments about upcoming meetings, the new AOI dues structure that will begin January first
that combines our local Assembly dues with national SAM dues, and information about the new website soon to
be instituted. Cindy also reminded that members should send their email address to Texas magic coordinator
Judy Hollingsworth who publishes the periodic Magic Across Texas newsletter. Cindy mentioned that the Novem‐
ber meeting will be a special “sales” meeting to help the Illusion Warehouse. She also mentioned the need for a
committee to help plan and execute the December Christmas party.
Then it was on to the magic for the evening with the topic Odd and Bizarre Magic. First on the bill was Jack
McCoy who demonstrated his unique creation “Voodoo Pass,” which he also labeled “An imaginary Curse on an
Imaginary Person.” Magicians who would like more on this incredible mentalism feat can go to
www.sam138.com, click on newsletters and then the October issue of the SERVANTE monthly Assembly newslet‐
ter. The Assembly is most fortunate to have Jack as a member of the Assembly. He is certainly a very creative and
giving member of the club.
Bronson Chadwick followed with a two dynamic effects. First was a Peter Warlock trick where a chosen card is
torn into four pieces and placed into a cloth dinner napkin along with a spool of thread. The card was then magi‐
cally sewn back together. Following that was a very nice mystery about Bert Smith, the Norwood Inn, and a
matching book of matches prediction. Bruce Chadwick and Cindy Bighorse exhibited their headless woman side‐
show exhibit. The illusion was presented complete with proper theatrical lighting, heart monitor and creepy mu‐
sic playing over the sound system, and Bruce’s typical tongue‐in‐cheek (cheesy) sense of humor. Assembly mem‐
bers then got a chance to examine the prop with several of the women in attendance becoming the headless
woman “victim.” It was a fun evening of magic and mayhem, and certainly a meeting that was Odd and Bizarre!

MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
AOI President Cindy Bighorse called to order the October Executive Committee Meeting of the SAM Assembly
138 Alliance of Illusionists promptly at 6:00 pm on Thursday October 15, 2020 at the Illusion Warehouse magic
shop. A quorum was present with Joey Byers on speakerphone. Absent were Member at Large Al Fox and Ser‐
geant at Arms Joe Rotio. All other officers were in attendance, as well as Lisa and Jimmie Fulce. The minutes of
the September Executive Committee Meeting as printed in the October SERVANTE were approved. Treasurer
Mark Bynum reported a current balance of $3262.13 in the club’s Operating Account. Mark also noted that a
number of people have not cashed their 2020 TAOM convention registration refund checks. Secretary Chadwick
said he would email these individuals to try and find out their intentions.
Cindy gave a quick report of the Nominating Committee, which is trying to secure Assembly 138 officers for the
2021 fiscal year. So far Jack McCoy has voiced his interest in being the 2021 President. Bruce Chadwick as Secre‐
tary and Mark Bynum as Treasurer are willing to continue their respective roles for 2021. Bruce then gave a re‐
port on his findings about the club instituting a new Wix website. This will give the Assembly a website with a
secure certificate and a shopping cart program to glean member information as Assembly members begin to pay
2020 national and Assembly 138 dues. Bruce reported that the new website will probably cost the Assembly be‐
tween $100 to $125 yearly. The Executive Committee instructed Bruce to go ahead with the new website and get
it launched as soon as possible. Cindy Bighorse then mentioned that Bronson Chadwick intends to be at Monthly
Assembly Meetings on a regular basis as he prepares to assume the duties as 2022 TAOM President. With no fur‐
ther business, the October Executive Committee Meeting was adjourned.
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Greetings My Fellow Magicians,
Elections Have Consequences
The National Election is behind us and at the time of this writing, some winners are yet to be determined. Each
of us cast votes for the candidates expected to best serve the country and ourselves. We hope to change the
world by selecting our favored candidates.
Of course, the Presidential race is the most visible, because that is where the most money is contributed. But as
we travel down the election ballot to State, County, and Municipal elections, we know less about each candi‐
date. We rely on party affiliation or name recognition to help us decide a name to check. We do so, far too of‐
ten, without knowing who that person is. However ask yourself, and be honest, is this person truly concerned
about what is best for me, my family, my home, and my community? Probably not, all they want is your vote for
their personal gain.
What can you do to fix this problem? Start voting local. These candidates are in your area and are often willing
to talk to you. Ask questions, offer your services, get to know the person. They aren’t much different from you
other than filing an application and keeping up with an obscene amount of accountability paperwork.
No, they really are not much different. Too often, the experience preferred for that office is not on their re‐
sume. It’s probably not in yours either. What is present is the desire to see things run honestly, legally, and to
best benefit the majority of the community or for some, it’s the need for power and money.
In December, AOI will vote in a new slate of officers. Who is going to best serve the club and help you as a magi‐
cian and performer? You will see the greatest change in our organization because of your selection.
But wait! Why stop there? Consider throwing your name in the hat as an officer for the Alliance of Illusion‐
ists. This year we focused on personal development. Here is your chance to let your skills shine. Don’t settle for
name recognition, even in our assembly. That is when we become stagnant. Be the new voice. There are posi‐
tions available from the newest of members to those who have hung around forever! Be the change you desire.
Cindy Bighorse, President
SAM Assembly 138
Alliance of Illusionists
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CLUB INSTITUTES NEW DISCOUNTED DUES STRUCTURE
In an effort to help AOI club members with rising costs, at the September Monthly Assembly Meeting the Alliance
of Illusionists unanimously voted to start using club funds to help members pay their annual Assembly and na‐
tional SAM dues.
For the current 2020 club year, Active and Junior club members have been paying either $99 per year ($20 for
AOI dues and $79 for national SAM dues if they receive a printed copy of MUM magazine in the mail) or $75 per
year ($20 for AOI dues and $55 for national SAM dues for a virtual online copy of MUM magazine).
Beginning January 2021, Active and Junior members receiving a printed copy of MUM magazine will only have to
pay $75 per year, with the AOI paying the other $24 of a member’s dues from the club’s treasury.
Active and Junior members receiving an online copy of MUM magazine will only have to pay $50 per year, with
the AOI paying the other $25 of a member’s dues from the club’s treasury.
Members will pay both their AOI yearly dues and national SAM directly to SAM Assembly 138 using the payment
portal or PayPal button on the club’s website. The Alliance of Illusionists will then forward each member’s na‐
tional SAM dues to the national SAM office.
The dues for Associate members (spouses of an Active club member or a magician’s assistant) will be raised from
$20 per year to $25 per year.
Help for this new $25 or $50 or $75 dues structure will be funded by Assembly 138 fundraising activities. This
move also brings Assembly 138 into proper alignment with national SAM rules, which state that all Active and
Junior members of an Assembly must also be members of the national SAM organization.
It is anticipated that current AOI members and new members may begin paying their national dues on the club’s
www.sam138.com website in November.
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REMEMBERING KEN KLOSTERMAN 1933 ‐ 2020
The magic collecting world is mourning the loss of one of magic’s create magic collectors. Ken Klosterman passed
at his home on October 21, 2020. Born in 1933, Ken was one of magic's greatest friends and a momentous figure
in magic. Ken was introduced to magic by his uncle to magic at the age of nine. Ken became a professional magi‐
cian and performed along with his wife Judy until his obligations to Klosterman Baking Company became too
great. The Klosterman Baking enterprise is a small bakery with multi‐
ple manufacturing hubs, about the same size as Mrs. Baird’s Bread
here in Texas!
Almost by accident, Ken became a serious magic collector. Ken ex‐
plained in his own words, “Charlie Kalish and I first met at a magic
collectors? meeting in the early 70's. I will never forget meeting Char‐
lie. I was on business to try to sell some bread to a chain coming into
Cincinnati.
I went to Ireland Magic Company to see if there was anything happening.
I walked in and met a John Henry Grossman and a Robert Lund for the
first time. (Later John Henry along with Charlie and John Braun became
my mentors for collecting magic.) They asked if I was up here for the
magic collectors?
I did not know they were having a magic collectors meeting. At the
counter of this magic company, now Magic Inc., I asked, How do you become a collector? Mr. Lund said, “Collect
everything pertaining to magic and if you run out of room, store it under you bed. The Doctor I think gave me
little better advice, “Buy good things now for your act now, and in years to come they will be collectable."
Charlie Kalish later directed Ken to the vast magic collection housed at Cypress Gardens, Florida. Ken acquired it.
After that, he continued amassing one of the largest magic collections in the world. He displayed much of his
magic in the abandoned mine located many feet below his modest Loveland, Ohio log cabin property on Langsem
Farm, a modest 250 acre thoroughbred horse ranch that he and his late wife Judy founded in 1987. in Loveland,
Ohio farm.
Ken hosted three international collectors’ events in Cincinnati, which in‐
cluded tours of his collection. One event was the Magic Collectors Associa‐
tion in 1993 where Ken hired Del Ray to entertain poolside while guests
waited for their turn to tour. Two more (unaffiliated) events were called the
Gathering of Vultures in 2015 and 2018.
By the time of the second Gathering of
Vultures, there were two sites to tour.
First was the underground dwelling be‐
low his cabin called the Salon De Magie.
The second was Whitehall Mansion and
Thompson Mill in Georgetown, Ohio where Ken maintained a collection of
illusions, German magic, gambling‐themed items, hundreds of books, and an
entire upper floor furnished with a sampling of his antique magic.
One of Ken?s most cherished items was Robert‐Houdin’s Light and Heavy
Chest, “the magic trick that prevented a war.” The entire Klosterman collection has been carefully cataloged and
displayed. In 2006, Ken and Gabe Fajuri published The Salon De Magie. Ken authored articles in Apocalypse, The
Linking Ring, and other magic publications. Ken was 1995‐1996 president of the IBM and a life member of the
SAM. Ken’s wife of 58 years, Judy, passed in 2016. He is survived by daughters, Kim Klosterman and Jayme Klos‐
terman; son, Kenneth "Chip" Klosterman, Jr., grandchildren Katie, Ellen and grandchildren Katie, Ellen and Olivia.
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REMEMBERING THE AMAZING RANDI
Magician James Randi, whose daring escapes were later eclipsed by
his work as the country’s foremost skeptic, has passed. The Florida‐
based James Randi Educational Foundation announced its founder
was 92.
As The Amazing Randi, the performer escaped from a locked coffin
submerged in water and from a straitjacket as he dangled over Niag‐
ara Falls. But it was his later work that he was most proud of, shed‐
ding a light on psychics, faith healers and others he believed were conning the public.
Most notably, in 1972 he worked with Johnny Carson to help set up Uri Geller, who claimed to bend spoons with
his mind. Randi ensured the spoons and other props were kept from Geller’s hands until his “Tonight Show” ap‐
pearance to prevent tampering. The result was an agonizing 22 minutes in which Geller was unable to perform
any tricks. Randi’s namesake foundation later started a $1 million prize for anyone able to prove supernatural
abilities. It was never claimed.

REMEMBERING ROYAL BRIN
Longtime magician and prominent attorney Royal Brin passed at
his home on Friday evening, November 6. He had just celebrated
his 101st birthday on October 9, 2020. Funeral arrangements are
pending.
Royal was a longtime member of The Dallas Magic Club and a char‐
ter member of the Willard the Wizard IBM Ring 174. He was an
avid enthusiast who helped many Texas magicians through the
years. Royal served as an elected board member for legal council
for the Texas Association of Magicians. He and his wife loved the
TAOM and always found it in their hears to donate financially to
the great organization on many occasions.

REMEMBERING WALTER ZANEY BLANEY
His career spanned over 50 years. He performed around the
world, appeared on many leading television shows, and per‐
formed at scores of magic conventions. Walter “Zaney”
Blaney was most known for his original innovations with the
Vanishing Birdcage, his train sawing a lady in half, his Great
Escape lighted sword cabinet (that Chadwick Illusion Fabrica‐
tions built for Walter and many of his clients), and of course
his Ladder Suspension and Miracle Hoop. Walter amazed
many top professional magicians, and his illusions are used
by may well‐known professionals including David Copper‐
field, Lance Burton, and Siegfried and Roy. Residing in the Houston area for most of his life, Walter was appointed
“International Magical Ambassador” by the IBM. He won Siegfried and Roy's coveted Silver Lion Award for excel‐
lence in the performance of magic” and was an MIMC member of The Magic Circle.
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Whether it’s a passion to prove or a passion of disprove, neither are less signifi‐
cant than the other. You could say the late James Randi was quite the passionate
man. He was someone who knew the difference between a magician and a shy‐
ster and was animate about both. Do a video search with his name and you’ll see
what I mean. R.I.P. professor Randi, may a wand be broken in your honor.
A Slice of Selection for you? ‐ The following is a slight adjustment of an earlier
idea, ‘A Slice of Selection for you Sir?’ (Magic Madness, pg. 46).
Effect: In the spirit of the holidays the 2 jokers are used to cut a slice from the deck; the oh so yummy selection!
History: This uses some of my favorite moves, not moves of mine but some I love using. The idea of the 2 jokers used as cheese
knives so‐to‐speak came from my imagination while toying with a deck. The very 1st idea involved holding the deck horizontally
and running the jokers through it from the back to the front, acting like some fancy restauranteur with joker cheese knives,
extending them outward with card between them for the spectator to take. I later thought about a routine with the deck stood
on its edge and the jokers pushed down through it, like how bigger blocks are cut, both sides falling away to reveal the sand‐
wiched card. This I felt was a more visually entertaining direction to explore and the following is the latest and probably last ad‐
justment. I’ve tested this 3 times in public and once with magic buds, all with great responses and not a slap in the head because
they’d seen it before. It’s not self‐working but not difficult. A lovely table card trick for your holiday entertainment needs!
Method: We will begin with a variant of the ‘Cut Deeper Force’, credited to Edmund Balducci though Karl Fulves mentions other
magicians describing similar actions. Do a search of the ’Cut Deeper Force’ and you’ll find information and known histories of it. I
say ‘known’ since after all it pertains to cards, a gambling and magic prop that’s been around for centuries.
Note: The next 2 steps are a simple process of getting a face down selection secretly sandwiched between 2 face up jokers. If
you have a favorite method already, skip the following 2 steps and go straight to the photos section on the next page.
1. With a preferably borrowed deck give it a gentle spring flourish, riffle fan, or something to create a concave arc in the cards.
Don’t do it where it angers the owner, only the smallest curve is all that’s needed. Place the deck face down onto the table. Ask a
spectator to cut off about a quarter (1/4th) of the top, flip that entire group over to a face up condition and replace back on top.
Reach down and lift off the face up portion, made easy by the curvature. Explain the face down card that’s on top of the portion
still on the table was randomly chosen and for them to peek at it and remember. Once they’ve done so lower the block, still face
up, back onto the top. Now, tell them to cut slightly deeper this time, a little less than half the deck, flip the whole block over
and place back on top. Next request they cut off a little more than half the deck, flip it over and place back on top. Finally, ask
them to cut a giant chunk, about 3 quarters (3/4) or so, flip it over and replace on top. Reach down, lift off the face up cards
only, flip them over to face down and replace on top. To the untrained eye it appears the cuts mixed the deck, enhanced by the
fact the 1st cut and selection process was truly random. Explain to them you don’t know where their card is nor do you care. This
is a big fib since the selection is now on top and you certainly do care, (blink‐blink‐nod‐nod‐cutesy grin).
The only rule which must be followed is every removed portion must always include all face up cards and some face down ones.
By directing them in a deeper each time fashion this is practically guaranteed. If you notice they didn’t cut deep enough, simply
direct them to replace and cut deeper.
2. Pick up the deck, turn the faces upwards and quickly spread, looking for the jokers. As you come to each, remove it, rotate it
face down and place it on the deck’s back. Make this search quick because you don’t want the spectators eyeballing the faces
plus in this trick you don’t need to know their card’s value so once you get the 2nd joker out and on back, close up and turn the
deck face down. This will bring the 2 jokers into view, face up on top. The selection is secretly face down right beneath them.
Spread the top few cards of the deck to show both jokers. Close the spread, catching a pinky break under the top 3 cards then
remove the trio (2 jokers & selection) with the right hand, made easy by the break. Set the deck down on the table and place the
trio (2 jokers & selection) into the left hand. Instruct the spectator to shuffle the deck. Once finished, push over the top joker
and take it with your right hand, keeping the other 2 cards perfectly square. The spectators see 2 jokers. Tell them the jokers are
waiter’s in a fancy restaurant and would like to serve a fancy slice of deck. While saying this, gesture with your hands slightly and
replace the right’s joker under the left’s double. This centralizes the selection face down between the 2 face up jokers.

3. The rest of this effect is identical to what’s in the book, so for convenience I captured images from the
pages which is why the fonts are different.

I’ve some extra space to kill. Hmmmmmm, I know, how about a list of favorite magic books pertaining to single
magicians (non‐compilation) which at this moment can still be found.
1.

The Vernon Chronicles— L & L Publishing: Even available as a download, this series of books pertaining to
the professor would be required reading in Hogwarts were it a real place (or is it?).

2.

Focus by Phil Goldstein, Hermetic Press, 1990— One of the most understated masterworks that has al‐
most disappeared into collector’s hands. Some of my all time favorite packet effects to perform came from
this book. Don’t let the word ‘packet’ dissuade you, these are beyond the norm.

3.

The Secrets of Bro. John Hamman by Kaufman / Greenberg Publications—That name will ring in the magic
circles forever thanks to his greatness as a person, this book and the stunning card magic inside. Magicians
who’ve studied this book have their own click so‐to‐speak and one whom I’m a proud member. The card
magic is that amazing!

4.

Paul Harris’ The Art of Astonishment 1, 2, &3.— One of the most unique and uncanny minds in the history
of magic, these 3 books are a must have.

5.

Stewart James in Print, The First 50 Years— One of my greatest purchases in my entire collection is this
massive book and its 2 giant companions (The James Files). Stewart James was a magic genius. When you
read it and the diversity of his creations, it’s hard to imagine it came from 1 person. Other magicians ana‐
lyze his magic along the way with sometimes excellent variations.

6.

Roger Klause in Concert— A beautifully produced book with beautifully produced magic. Like by a music
teacher you learn the natural flow of sleight of hand and directing audience perceptions and senses.

2020 OFFICERS
1. PRESIDENT:
2. VICE PRESIDENT:
3. SECRETARY:
4. TREASURER:
5. SERGEANT AT ARMS:
6. HISTORIAN:
7. MEMBER AT LARGE:

Cindy Bighorse
Jack McCoy
Bruce Chadwick
Mark Bynum
Joe Rotio
Joey Byers
Al Fox

cabighorse@gmail.com
magicjack@charter.net
chadwickillusionist@yahoo.com
mark.bynum12@att.net
jrotio@yahoo.com
jbyers@us.ibm.com
alfoxmagic@hotmail.com

817‐846‐4062
682‐560‐8469
817‐832‐6062
817‐437‐8936
941‐375‐9657
972‐837‐8543
817‐845‐0419

DFW AREA MAGIC HAPPENINGS
FORT WORTH SAM ASSEMBLY 138 ALLIANCE OF ILLUSIONISTS
Meets on the third Thursday of each month, 7:00 pm at the Illusion Warehouse magic shop located at 3917
McCart Avenue, Fort Worth, Texas 76110. Contact communications@allianceofillusionists.com or go to http://
sam138.com/alliance/ or Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/groups/162025544420781/
FORT WORTH MAGICIANS CLUB INC AND REN CLARK IBM RING 15
Meets on the first Thursday of each month, 7:00 pm. See their Facebook group for details.
MID‐CITIES MAGIC CIRCLE
Meets monthly. See the Mid‐Cities Magic Circle Facebook group.
DALLAS MAGIC CLUB, SAM ASSEMBLY 13 AND IBM RING 174
The Addison Treehouse, 14681 Midway Rd.Addison, Texas 75001
www.DallasMagic.org.
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IMPROV COMEDY CLUBS IN ADDISON AND ARLINGTON
Both comedy clubs periodically host weekend comedy magic shows. For more details go to either
www.ImprovArlington.com or www.ImprovAddison.com.
MAGIC IN THE LIVING ROOM
Periodic magic shows every 1st Tuesday at 7:00 pm at The Line Public House, 940 E Beltline in Richardson. See
www.MagicLivingRoom.com for more information.
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