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Next Monthly Assembly Meeting Thursday April 15, 2021 - 7:00 pm
Illusion Warehouse, 3917 McCart Ave, Fort Worth, Texas
Three blocks north of Seminary Drive/Across from Rosemont 6th Grade

APRIL FOOLINGS
The next Alliance of Illusionists Monthly Assembly Meeting will
be held as usual on the third Thursday of this month, April 15,
2021. The meeting will start promptly at 7:00 pm, the Illusion
Warehouse, 3917 McCart Avenue.
The main event of the meeting will be “April Foolings.” In es‐
sence this will be an "open mic night” with the invitation to any
member or guest to perform.
President Mark Bynum says that although it is not a require‐
ment, it will help him schedule the meeting if members and
guests will let him know in advance that they would like to per‐
form. Please email Mark at mark.bynum12@att.net
The club will also have several other special performances lined‐up in addition to the regular Assembly meeting
activities. Additionally the meeting will also pay tribute to Dr. Bernie Dolenz, the father of our much loved Brenda
Dolenz‐Helmer. Our Assembly Dean Bruce Chadwick will perform a Broken Wand ceremony for Bernie. In addi‐
tion Brenda will tell our club about the possibility of our club contributing to a special veteran’s project that she
and her husband Dr. Oz Helmer are helping lead.
In addition, President Mark Bynum has called for an Executive Committee meeting to commence at 6:00 pm be‐
fore. All 2021 dues‐paid‐up members of the Alliance of Illusionists may attend the meeting. Guests may not at‐
tend Executive Committee Meetings.

2021 DUES ARE NOW PAST DUE
In an effort to help AOI club members with rising costs, at the September 2020 Monthly Assembly Meeting the
Alliance of Illusionists instituted a new system to help members pay their 2021 annual Assembly and national
Society of American Magicians dues.
Members pay both their AOI yearly dues and national SAM directly to SAM Assembly 138 using the payment por‐
tal or PayPal button on the club’s website. The Alliance of Illusionists will then forward each member’s national
SAM dues to the national SAM office. To pay 2021 dues, simply go to www.sam138.com/alliance and click on the
Dues/Application tab.
Please note that as of April 1, 2021 only dues‐paid‐up
members and guests are eligible to attend Monthly Assembly Meetings.

Our last meeting was MAGICAL, as well as Mental! We had more people at the meeting than we have had in over
a year including several Zoom attendees. In the first half of the meeting, many of our members performed magic
tricks and Bruce followed up with some educational silk tricks. Then our guest Mentalist performed and educated
us. All of us had fun. Even our guest magician stayed far past the close of the meeting talking with members.
Our next meeting will be basically an open mic night with a few specially requested performances. Once again, I
ask all our members to dust off some old magic that you know or develop some new tricks to show us. If you per‐
form at least one trick over the next few meetings, you may have enough to put a small 10‐minute program to‐
gether for our public show later this year. Make it a goal! I have made it my personal goal and I must say that I
enjoy the magical challenge. Perhaps use the ‘Passport Book’ challenges as a place to start. If you do not have a
Passport Book, ask at a meeting to get one. Although it is not a requirement, it will help me schedule the meeting
if you let me know that you would like to perform. Email me at mark.bynum12@att.net
In May and June, look forward to a different kind of meeting as we crossover with SAM 7 out of Omaha, Ne‐
braska. These will be ‘perform and teach’ formats with 3 magicians with Omaha hosting the May meeting and
Fort Worth hosting the June meeting. We should still have time for personal performances at each of these meet‐
ings.
If you are still hesitant to attend a live meeting, Zoom will be available, BUT YOU MUST BE PRESENT TO WIN the
free door prize drawing of a $10 gift certificate to the magic shop given away at the end of every meeting. Our $5
Raffle is still active with the drawing during the June Meeting. If you win, your choice of one of three prizes, an
Illusion Warehouse Perfect Mirror Glass, 10” set of Linking Ring, or a large powder coated Dove Pan.
Hope to see you at this month’s meeting.
Happy Magic Learning and Fun!

Mark Bynum
2021 President
Bruce Chadwick SAM Assembly 138
Alliance of Illusionists Inc.
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MINUTES OF THE MARCH MONTHLY ASSEMBLY MEETING
President Mark Bynum made a knot magically appear in a piece of
rope as he called to order the March Monthly Assembly Meeting of
the Fort Worth SAM Assembly Alliance of Illusionists on Thursday
March 18, 2021. The meeting was held at the Illusion Warehouse
party room and magic shop with 20 people were in attendance face
‐to‐face and four others on Zoom. The assembly introduced visitors
Justin McMahan, Riley Davis, and Connor Branach. Bynum talked
about the new Passport booklet some members are using as they
learn about the art of magic. Performers pick out tasks in the book‐
let and then attempt to accomplish them.
The it was off to the magic performance races with Lonnie O’Lander making a
ring vanish in a Rattle Box and then mysteriously reappearing in a nest of boxes.
Joe Rotio and Enoch Ng both did their nefarious duty of performing favorite
card tricks. Bernie Trowbridge continued as he performed a variation of the
“pass it on” wine bottle production
from a silk handkerchief.
Bernie then encouraged everyone to
remember to purchase a $5 raffle
ticket for a special drawing that will
take place at the June Meeting. Rick
Hinze online via Zoom from Atlanta
performed a very nice routine that
left the audience speechless. Bruce
Chadwick did a startling version of
the Untying Silk Hank and Hank through Microphone Stand. Connor
Branach displayed his professional sleight‐of‐hand skills with a very fine
coin routine.
The main event for the evening was an incredible mentalism lecture by local magician Mike Ince. His Swami
opener was astonishing. He went from there and showed a wide array of wonderful mentalism effects that were
inspired by some of magic’s greatest names including Bob Cassidy, Anneman, Ted Leslie, and others. He showed
his take with the nail writer, center tear, billet in envelope, and his version of the “lead principle.” The audience
was blown away with Mike’s subtitles, mind boggling philosophical theory, and original touches. It was a fun and
exciting evening that will long be remembered.
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MINUTES OF THE MARCH EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
Newly elected AOI President Mark Bynum called to order the 7:00 pm March 18, 2021 Executive Committee
meeting at the Illusion Warehouse. All officers were in attendance. The committee let stand the February Execu‐
tive Committee minutes as printed in the March 2021 issue of the SERVANTE monthly assembly newsletter.
Treasurer Cindy Bighorse delivered a verbal Treasurer’s Report showing an ending balance of $18,905.69 in the
Operating Checking Account. Cindy reported that she did not want to secure a debit card in her name as Treas‐
urer, and instead prefers to use the card in Secretary Bruce Chadwick’s name as needed. Cindy said she would
make future Treasurer’s Reports in writing using the reporting form found on the document page of the Assem‐
bly website.
Cindy and Mark both reported on the meeting with Carrie Bellamy of Edward Jones to invest three‐quarters of
the recent financial donations to the club. Mark expressed his reservation of the initial $600 fee required by Ed‐
ward Jones. Cindy countered stating that her personal investments with Edward Jones were paying well over
20%. Cindy also reported that conservative investments would be made in the event that the Executive Commit‐
tee decides to move forward with investing with Edward Jones. Mark stated that he had put out several other
“feelers” and that if he didn’t hear from these other quotes, the club would probably move forward with Edward
Jones.
Secretary Bruce Chadwick reported on the status of the Helmer recognition and said that Brenda Dolenz‐Helmer
plans on being present at the April Monthly Assembly Meeting. Vice‐President Bernie Trowbridge reported that
so far the club has brought in $30 from raffle tickets. Bynum showed the committee the door prize tickets that
will be used for future door prize gatherings. The door prize is given away each month to a member in atten‐
dance at the Monthly Assembly Meeting. Bruce will give the club on a quarterly basis an invoice for that quarter’s
store door prizes. Member at Large Al Fox was the recipient of the door prize at the February meeting.
Historian and TAOM Vice‐President Bronson Chadwick gave his report by phone regarding the 2022 TAOM con‐
vention planning. He has narrowed the choice of a convention hotel to three properties, and reported that the
choice was probably going to be either the Radisson or the Worthington hotel. Bronson said he would be in Fort
Worth the week of March 21 through the 28 to hopefully nail down a convention hotel. Bronson is in the process
of talking to some talent for the convention and hopes to give fuller details at the next Executive Committee
meeting. The committee was reminded that while it is the AOI club that is hosting the convention, the Bylaws of
the Assembly clearly state that all planning, decisions, and reporting for the convention falls under the jurisdic‐
tion of the Convention Planning Committee, which is a separate jurisdiction from the Executive Committee.
Cindy reported that she has secured a Zoom account for the club and that the club is no longer dependent upon
Jeff. The club has been using one of the two commercial projectors during the Monthly Assembly Meetings to
project the Zoom image. Special thanks again to Lonnie O’Lander for brokering the projector donation deal from
Baylor University to the Alliance of Illusionists. Bruce reported that he has secured the audio cables needed to
feed the audio from the laptop computer to the Illusion Warehouse party room sound system. The committee
recognized that with the project and enhanced audio, the use of Zoom during Monthly Assembly Meetings has
been greatly enhanced.
The main core activity (or “main event” as President Mark Bynum likes to call it) for the next three Monthly As‐
sembly Meetings was briefly discussed. The April meeting will be called “April Fooling,” which is basically going to
be an open mic night for club members to perform. Additionally Mark Bynum will schedule several magicians to
perform at the meeting. The May and June meetings will be combined or shared with the Omaha 007 SAM As‐
sembly. Bynum will need to secure magicians to perform at the meetings.
With no further business, the Executive Committee adjourned to start the March Monthly Assembly Meeting of
the SAM Assembly 138 Alliance of Illusionists.
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STEVE
ALDRIDGE
Steve Aldridge always enjoyed carrying his family to Pigeon Forge, Ten‐
nessee and especially to the Comedy Barn with feature ventriloquists Bob
Hamill and Stephen Knowles. Wanting information on how to do ventrilo‐
quism, Steve attended training classes on the techniques of successful
ventriloquism.
About twelve years ago, Steve started carrying his magic and ventrilo‐
quist act to the nursing homes and assisted living homes that he worked
with monthly. Steve has given all types of health education programs and
intersperses key points with magic and ventriloquism.
Steve Aldridge is a graduate of the University of Georgia School of Phar‐
macy and worked as a full‐time pharmacist for over 42 years. He has
been board certified in geriatric pharmacy and has won many national
awards for his programs and projects. He was also a frequent guest on
the Ludlow Porch syndicated radio show answering many health and
medication questions from 1991 to 2008.
Steve is now semi‐retired and works part‐time within the
Northside‐Gwinnett Medical Center System as a clinical
pharmacist. He and his wife Debbie have been instrumen‐
tal in providing the Sunday Morning Services at Merryvale
Assisted Living Home in Oxford for the last 23 years.
Steve has performed in GA, NC, SC, AL and FL. Senior adult
church groups are his favorite. With church groups he uses
illusions to spread the Gospel.
If it is a non‐church event, he
uses the same effects but with
different commentary.
Every July, Steve attends the international ventriloquist convention held in Cincinnati
OH where over 600 ventriloquists meet for four days. Many of the attendees have
performed in Branson, Pigeon Forge, Vegas, cruise ships and on the speaking circuit.
Steve and Debbie have attended eight of these events so far.
As a young kid with severe asthma, the physicians told his parents he would never
make it to six years old. Today at 66, he is happy to prove them wrong. With a pray‐
ing mother and a great physician and pharmacist, he endured thru many respiratory
issues. So if you see a guy walking around talking to himself, it could be Steve working through his routines. Steve
frequently mentions that “laughter is good medicine” as noted in Proverbs 17:24. He often comments that “they
don’t teach that in pharmacy school.”
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Courtesy of Magicana, Magicol, No. 175, 2010
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The History of the Zaney
Blaney Ladder Levitation

T
he date was January 25, 1973. I was standing in the
wings of the NBC Studio in Burbank, California and I
heard Johnny Carson say, “Would you please welcome the
Texas Ambassador of Good Will, Walter Zaney Blaney.”
As Doc Severinsen’s NBC Orchestra struck up a rousing
“Deep In The Heart of Texas,” I took a deep breath and walked onto The Tonight Show
stage. Now 20 million Americans would soon see what I could do in the eight-minute
spot I was given. First, a few minutes of comedy with my Vanishing Birdcage helped
win over the studio audience of about 300. Then I invited a charming young lady up
from the audience, Miss Irene Kay, who happened to be Johnny Carson’s secretary. I
proceeded to levitate her on my “Anti-Gravity Board,” my original magic invention
that Johnny had heard about through the magic grapevine.
While Doc and his orchestra played an upbeat version of “That Old Black Magic” I
succeeded in baffling everyone. After I took my bows, Johnny turned to Ed McMahon
and said, “That was Walter Zaney Blaney. Now wasn’t that a great illusion?” Ed
replied, “Sensational, sensational, the best I’ve ever seen.” It was one of the brightest
moments in my sixty-year career in show business.
As most magicians know, Johnny started his showbiz career as a magician in Omaha,
Nebraska. After the show Johnny came over to chat with me and say he had been
completely fooled. He told me his first illusion was the “Grant Chair Suspension”,
and I said, “Me too.” Then he bought an “Abbott's Super-X Levitation”. I again said,
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“Me too, but I changed things around and it eventually led to my levitation you just
saw.” Since I knew he would keep my secret, I offered to show it to him backstage.
Johnny was delighted with the offer. He had the curtains closed so I could privately
show him the prop and the hoop. He was absolutely intrigued. Needless to say it was
a thrill for me, as Johnny was one of two of my show business idols.
The Tonight Show success made it easy for me to get booked on the other TV talk
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shows: The Merv Griffin Show, then floating Dinah Shore on Dinah!, Kitty Carlisle
on To Tell The Truth, and magician Chen Kai's wife, Carmelita, on the big Siempre
En Domingo program in Mexico City, which aired all over Latin America.
Another highlight with my Ladder Levitation was opening for Bob Hope, my
other main idol in show business. I did two nights with him at the Los Angeles Shrine
Auditorium, packed with 5,000 people at each show. As a kid I grew up loving Bob
Hope on radio, in movies and on TV. You can imagine how it felt to walk off stage
after my act and levitation, and hear the offstage emcee say, simply, “Ladies and
Gentlemen, Mr. Bob Hope.” The big orchestra played him on to “Thanks for the
Memories.” Bob's first words were, “How about that Zaney Blaney from Texas? I’m
watching backstage and I don’t see how he did all those things.” They were nights to
remember, and all because of my favorite trick, the “Zaney Blaney Ladder Levitation.” Here's the story of how it all began.
I was born on Thomas Edison’s birthday, February 11, in 1928. In my childhood
years Edison became my idol; I wanted to be an inventor when I grew up. Then at
age nine I saw Harry Blackstone Sr. at the Majestic Theater in Dallas, Texas with
his show of 1001 Wonders, and from then on I wanted to be a magician. As it turned
out, I became both.
In 1945 Blackstone returned to Dallas to present his two-hour concert show, complete with a live orchestra in the pit, at the Texas State Fair Auditorium. He featured
the “The Dream of
Princess Karnac”,
and it was the most
beautiful illusion
I had ever seen. It
made me fall in love
with magic, and the
levitation effect in
particular, for the
rest of my life.
For my first stage
illusion I saved my
money and spent
two dollars on the
plans for the “Grant
Chair Suspension”.
I couldn't afford
the $15 price for the
prop itself. But with
some scrap lumber
and two old wooden
folding chairs, I was
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able to construct the apparatus myself. It was a good trick, and I used it all through
my high school shows and on into my college years.
In my third year of college, in 1948 at the University of Texas in Austin, a group
of fellow magician-students created a magic club we called the “Texas University
Magicians Assn.” Together, we presented a big stage show in Hogg Auditorium
on campus. I had just thought of a new method of doing something similar to the
“Abbotts Super-X Levitation”, and this would be the perfect place to try it out. I built
the prop out of used water pipe and some discarded plywood. In one week I had my
“pipe dream” completed at a cost of less than ten dollars. It was a big improvement,
I thought, as it allowed me to walk away from the floating lady and all around her.
My new version duped magicians and lay people alike, and I successfully featured
it in my shows for the next fifteen years.
Then, one night in 1954, while performing my suspension I was struck by a thunderbolt of inspiration that would make the trick completely different. What if I did
this instead of that? I knew that good ideas are sometimes born during the heat of
a performance, and at the end of my show, I might not be able to remember what
idea I’d had. Luckily, I was closing with the suspension. I literally ran off stage to
get a paper and pencil and draw out my idea.
The next month was spent making a small balsa wood working model of my new
suspension. I built a small stage platform, two tiny stepladders and used a rather
ugly little 8-inch tall, 12-ounce, plastic doll for the volunteer. Barbie Dolls wouldn’t
come on the scene for another five years.
My wife, Joyce, and I often hosted parties for professional magicians appearing in
Houston. Word on my “doll illusion” had gotten around among magicians and they
all wanted to see it in action. I would roll out my table and set the props on it in full
view and then make the doll float. To a person, they were always amazed. Among
the believers I made were Mark Wilson, Tom Palmer, Aldo Richiardi, Celeste Evans,
and Don Alan to name just a few. The inevitable question was, “When are you going
to build the real thing?” My answer was that I was working all the time, on the road
flying to shows across the country, and didn’t have the time or the money then to
engineer the life-size illusion.
Ten years later, in 1964 I thought I had saved enough money to start the serious
work of building my invention. That project turned into a year-long series of experiments. Starting over and over, without success, I soon found that my “dream illusion”
was probably not to be. It was a lot harder to make a 120-pound lady float in the air
than a 12-ounce plastic doll. I made so many wrong decisions. But I kept going, night
and day. Sitting in restaurants, flying on airplanes, I always had my pen and tablet
in hand trying to solve the impossible. After each trip home, my newest solutions
were put to the test. I only had my garage as a workshop, and no electric tools save
one battery powered screwdriver. But as soon as I solved one problem, it seemed to
create two more. But the illusion became my “magnificent obsession”. I learned it
had to be perfect, or it wouldn’t work at all. Finally one bright and beautiful day in
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April 1965, it was finished. All the problems had been solved. I fine-tuned everything
and knew it would from then on always work perfectly. I had spent nearly all of my
spare time for twelve months, and most of my savings— $13,000 in cash. That would
be $88,000 in today's dollars.
I want to thank my daughter Becky Blaney who laid upon “that darn board”
over and over as I was inventing it. She would often ask, “Oh daddy, do I have to?” I
always smiled and said, “Only if you want to eat.” My younger daughter Carol also
was a guinea pig on the board when Becky was unavailable. If neither was at home,
I used my set of Encyclopedia Britannica. I used to joke it was probably the smartest
“floatee” I would ever have.
Immediately my new illusion was booked to premiere at the July 1965 IBM
convention in Des Moines. I was anxious to debut the suspension in front of a live
audience.
At the “Magic Roundtable” lunch we had every Saturday noon in Houston, I
asked the dozen or so magic friends attending if they had heard of some sort of
trick levitation hoop. No one had. So it was back to the “invention mode” again, and
I soon figured out a possible solution. Plans were drawn up and I went to a huge
corporation that built a “lot of stuff ” for NASA. In two months time we finally got
a hoop that worked perfectly. There was just enough time to stick it in my car along
with my illusion and head for Iowa.
At the convention I was lucky to see the first night’s gala show in the hotel ballroom.
The stage was only two feet high, and no one but the front few rows could see any
illusion on stage. I spent the whole next day searching the hotel for an additional
foot high platform to add to the existing one, and it saved the day. Everyone could
now see my illusion clearly. The response was electrifying. I got five curtain calls.
There was cheering and whistles like a Pavarotti appearance at the Met. I whispered

MAGICOL • 13

to the emcee, Jack Chanin, that I thought they were “putting me on”, a gag to make
me think my new trick was something special. I finally realized that everyone had
been astounded. It was for real. It was one of the biggest thrills of my life.
The following month, Abbott’s booked me for their Get-Together in Colon,
Michigan. Again there was the same response as before. It was the main topic of
conversation among the magicians late into the night. By then I knew I had a good
trick for public shows. It frankly astonished me that magicians would all actually
be totally perplexed as well.
I learned years later that after that performance at Abbott’s a teenage magician
from Canada named Doug Henning sat for hours with his friend Dennis Loomis in
the Colon, Michigan laundromat until 3am trying to reverse-engineer the suspension.
Coincidentally, at that same time just two blocks away, I was showing the apparatus
to my friend and magic idol, Jack Gwynne. We drove away from the crowd and set
up the props under the streetlight by the Colon post office. Jack loved it and played
with it like a kid with a new toy. He was the first person, and the last, that I showed
my method to for many years to come. The decision was made to keep the modus
operandi from everyone. At magic conventions the rule was adopted that no one
could view my illusion from backstage. If another act on the bill wanted to see my
trick, they had to view it from the audience. And there were many audiences that
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saw it. I performed the suspension at about fifty magic conventions over the next
dozen years.
In September 1965, the annual TAOM was staged in Dallas. The Dallas Daily
Times Herald sent a reporter and a photographer to see me perform my new illusion.
The following morning there was a feature story with a three-column photo of my
levitation on the top half of the front page in the Sunday edition. It got the top spot
because I had made friends with a passenger on a recent cruise ship where I had
entertained. He loved my act, and as it turned out, he was the editor of the Times
Herald. I’d been a carrier for his paper all through my high school years, a fact he
remembered. It’s sometimes not just what you know but who you know.
The next year, worked the PCAM Convention in Santa Rosa, California. By then
it seemed the whole magic world knew of my original levitation through magazine
coverage, and PCAM attendees were waiting in anticipation to see it.
(As an aside, I hope you will forgive a Texan his right to brag a little here. That’s
what Texans do.)
That night was the very best response I had received to date, and I got all the
curtain calls I was almost coming to expect. After the crowd quieted down, British
emcee Harold Taylor said, “That, ladies and gentlemen, for my money is the most
amazing illusion I have ever seen in my life.” The crowd was on its feet again and
erupted a second time. I remember this night in particular because years later I
secured an audiotape of that appearance made by show producer Dick Zimmerman. Dick ran across it in his files and sent me a copy, for which I am ever grateful.
Sometimes if I feel a bit blue, I can listen to that audience responding to my “baby”
that night in Santa Rosa, and I can be reminded that at least one night things went
off in grand style.
In 1970 at FISM in Amsterdam I levitated the beautiful Magic Castle princess, Irene
Larsen, another great moment. Magicians from around the world told me they had
come to FISM specifically to see my illusion that they had read so much about.
NASA had opened in Houston, and several of the brass saw my levitation at a
convention where I appeared, and were stunned by it. They arranged a special showing
of my trick for all the scientists and astronauts. I levitated Pat Collins, wife of Mike
Collins, the pilot of the first moon landing. Afterward, I overheard astronauts Jim
Lovell and Thomas Stafford say to each other, “There's no such thing as an AntiGravity Board.” Then Frank Borman said, “But Walter has one, and it works.” They
all wanted to touch the board to see if it was real. Many asked if it were something
that could be used in the U.S. space effort. Twenty-five years later, Admiral Alan
Shepard asked me to appear for a reunion party of the original seven Mercury
astronauts, the “Right Stuff ” guys, and their wives. It was an intimate party of just
eighteen, and I floated Scott Carpenter's wife Maria just five feet from the group.
They invited me to stay after the show and just be “family” with them the rest of
the evening. It was another unforgettable night for me, sharing it with those brave
American heroes, and all because of my “Blaney Anti-Gravity Board.”
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In 1981, a young David Copperfield called and asked if I would build and sell him
a copy of my “Ladder Levitation” to use on one of his TV Specials. I explained I
was flattered that he asked, but it was my signature trick and I preferred to keep it
for myself. Undaunted, each succeeding year David called again asking if I might
change my mind. When he called in 1985, David was by then the megastar in magic
and had taken the art to heights unknown before. That year I finally said, “Okay,
David, let’s do it.” I explained I was honored that he liked it so much, that I now
felt I had had my fun with it exclusively for over twenty years, and that I would be
happy to build and deliver one to him in time for his 1986 China Special.
I got busy and organized a real workshop, this time buying all the necessary power
tools. When the first copy was completed David flew me out to his apartment near
the Magic Castle in L.A., and I set it up in the small living room after moving the
furniture out of the way.
Magician Ray Pierce came over with his wife, and I floated her for Copperfield to
see. He looked at me, and having already paid for my illusion, said, “Walter, I own
that trick, and I’m still fooled. Now show me how to do it.”
It was such a pleasure teaching him the moves for the next few hours. When his
special aired he surprised me, and everyone, when he lip-synched Frank Sinatra's
recording of “Come Fly With Me” while he levitated a lady from the audience in the
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air at the beautiful American Embassy in Beijing. This clever and unique presentation on David’s China Special is the best I’ve ever seen.
David kept my illusion in his road show for the next four years. When he appeared
on stage at beautiful Jones Hall in Houston he invited my family and me as his guests,
seated front row center. It was a unique experience for me since I had never seen my
levitation done live before — from the front. As I watched, I remember whispering
to my mother, “Darned if it isn’t a pretty good trick.” David then told the audience
that I was the inventor of the trick they had just seen, that I was in the audience,
and he asked me to, “Stand up and take a bow, Walter.” I thought this was a very
kind thing for him to do. I felt ten feet tall as I stood up in front of my family and
friends and David’s packed house.
Another pleasure was getting to show my illusion to some of my boyhood magic
idols. One was The Great Virgil. He and Julie had appeared several times during
my college days in Austin with a magnificent stage show they had toured the world
with. Virgil was an inventor of magic and a great craftsman, so his accolades meant
a great deal to me.
Willard the Wizard had a sensational big tent show and made his work seem like
“real magic” through sheer force of personality. I never thought I would become close
friends with this great man. But he adopted me as part of the Willard family. After
retirement he lived in a small home in San Antonio. I set up the “Ladder Levitation”
in his living room. He sat and watched me float his daughter Gloria just a few feet
away. He chewed on his cigar trying to figure things out. Afterwards I showed him
my invention, and he was delighted, playing with it like a kid, just as Jack Gwynne
had done years before.
Once my illusion was seen on the various TV shows, kinescopes and video recordings
were made and passed around. A few magicians could now watch it over and over, in
slow motion, and glean parts of the working. But until that began, no one that I know
of ever had the mystery figured out, from 1965 to 1986. That 21 year spread — or so I
am told — makes it the stage illusion whose secret remained a secret for the longest
of any illusion in magic history. I have no way of knowing this for sure.
When I first introduced my illusion I called it “The Blaney Anti-Gravity Board”. For
years I clung to that name. However in the magic community everyone kept referring
to it as “The Blaney Ladder Levitation.” There was the natural alliteration of the
“L’s” in “Ladder Levitation”. Also, for a long time the magician’s differentiation of
the words “suspension” and “levitation” had pretty much vanished since Abbott’s had
called their suspension the “Super-X Levitation” since the 1940s. When I am personally
performing the illusion I still refer to it as my “Magic Anti-Gravity Board... a board
that can float in the air. If you lie upon the board you will be floating too.” Lance
Burton still uses that patter as well when he performs my illusion.
I have written of some of the highlights of my shows for magic conventions and
show business people. But the vast majority of appearances were for lay audiences at
hundreds of hotel banquet shows around the country. There are dozens of anecdotes
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I could relate. At the conclusion of a show for the IEEE, The International Electric
and Electronic Engineers Association, for example, I was busy packing up the props
from the three-foot high hotel platform. While the big crowd was away dancing
to the orchestra, I noticed one man standing close by watching me intensely as I
put the props into their cases. He then walked up and said, “You have a great trick
there, but I know how you did it.” I told him I was delighted and asked him how he
managed to figure it out. He said he was an electrical engineer. I said, “Of course,
I should have guessed that. Do you think I am using AC or DC current?” He said
he supposed it was AC. I told him I had not left the platform since doing my trick
and asked him to look around the area to see if there were any electrical wires. Of
course there were none. He said, “You mean you are using DC?” I then asked him
how many 12-volt car batteries hooked in series would it take to float a 120 pound
lady three feet in the air for two minutes? He agreed it would be a lot. I told him he
could look under the platform on the backside that was undraped. There were three
one-foot high platforms stacked on top of each other to make the three-foot high
stage. He stared into the upper level, then bent down to look in the second level,
then lay on the floor to look under the bottom platform. He said, “Hell, there aren’t
any batteries there at all.” He was absolutely bewildered.
My early “flash of inspiration” in 1954, fifty-six years ago, has helped make my
reputation, and a sixty-year career in show business a lot more fun. Now I have
taught my magician daughter Becky Blaney to perform my “Ladder Levitation.”
As I mentioned earlier, she was the first to float on “that darned board.” Now it’s
her favorite trick too.
Meanwhile I have just retired from performing and am now writing a book on my
experiences. I plan to sell my original “Ladder Levitation” to the highest bidder. I’m
in no hurry. I consider it almost like a fourth child, and I will make sure it gets a
good home. And yes, it still works perfectly, every time, and looks in great condition.
I am also selling my original levitation hoop which is also still in perfect condition.
They are packed in the original fiber cases that they have traveled in for forty-five
years to all parts of the world.
Since 1986 I have built and sold about 200 of my levitations. This past year I taught
illusion builder and designer, my friend Dan Summers, how to build my illusion for
me and market them. Dan is a great craftsman, and I am pleased to say that they
all look and work perfectly too.
My second-last appearance with the original “Zaney Blaney Ladder Levitation”
was at the Ft. Worth TAOM Convention in 2008. My friends dedicated that convention to me, for both my long performing career and for the inventions I have shared
with the magic world.
Many friends and people along the way who helped me with my “Ladder Levitation” — on stage, backstage, in the workshop, the ladies who floated in the air for
me, and those helping appear on so many TV shows. Many of these friends I was able
to personally thank. But there is one fellow I never got to say thank you to, and his
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contribution had a great deal to do with the success I had with the illusion. I never
even learned his name. Who was he? An amateur piano player.
I started this story telling of my experience on The Tonight Show. There was a
behind-the-scenes preamble to what happened in the studio at the early afternoon
camera rehearsal. I had my props all set up in place. I knew there would be no
orchestra at that hour, so had a tape recorder on hand to play my music. But no
taped music was allowed, not even at camera rehearsal — union rules. But without
music, the trick is dead. I looked around and there were now over a hundred technicians, secretaries, NBC employees, the show executives, all gathered to watch me
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perform “the trick that even fools magicians”. So this was it. This run-through was
all-important. If I failed to impress now I could be cut from the show that night.
And I had no music.
While lights and cameras were being positioned I overheard a man at the piano
playing a few tunes. I approached him and quietly asked if he were a studio musician.
No, he was just a technician on coffee break. A few quick questions of desperation,
and the answers came back. Yes, he played the piano by ear. Yes, he thought he
could play Lady of Spain. Yes, he’d be glad to play it if I asked, that is, if he were
still there on his break.
Just then came the words, “Ready for Blaney!” I asked if any music had been
arranged. The answer? “No, just run through it without music for the cameras.” I
asked if the gentleman at the piano that was playing during his coffee break could
continue, since a bit of noise or any kind of sound would be preferable to silence.
After a few scary moments of discussion over union policy, they agreed to let the
man continue playing. I was saved.
I smiled at my new friend at the piano, and he burst forth with the most magnificent
rendition of Lady of Spain I had ever heard. I was so inspired that I waltzed through
my levitation routine like a matador. The crowd cheered and awarded me both ears
and the tail with their applause and olés. I knew I had won. — walter blaney
Photographs courtesy of Walter Blaney and Dan Summers
MAGICOL • 20

2021 OFFICERS
1. PRESIDENT:
2. VICE PRESIDENT:
3. SECRETARY:
4. TREASURER:
5. SERGEANT AT ARMS:
6. HISTORIAN:
7. MEMBER AT LARGE:

Mark Bynum
Bernie Trowbridge
Bruce Chadwick
Cindy Bighorse
Joe Rotio
Bronson Chadwick
Al Fox

mark.bynum12@att.net
berntrow@sbcglobal.net
chadwickillusionist@yahoo.com
cabighorse@gmail.com
jrotio@yahoo.com
bcillusionist@yahoo.com
alfoxmagic@hotmail.com

817‐437‐8936
214‐998‐0352
817‐832‐6062
817‐846‐4062
941‐375‐9657
432‐413‐6816
817‐845‐0419

DFW AREA MAGIC HAPPENINGS
FORT WORTH SAM ASSEMBLY 138 ALLIANCE OF ILLUSIONISTS
Meets on the third Thursday of each month, 7:00 pm at the Illusion Warehouse magic shop located at 3917
McCart Avenue, Fort Worth, Texas 76110. Contact communications@allianceofillusionists.com or go to http://
sam138.com/alliance/ or Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/groups/162025544420781/
FORT WORTH MAGICIANS CLUB INC AND REN CLARK IBM RING 15
Meets on the first Thursday of each month, 7:00 pm. See their Facebook group for details.
MID‐CITIES MAGIC CIRCLE
Meets monthly. See the Mid‐Cities Magic Circle Facebook group.
DALLAS MAGIC CLUB, SAM ASSEMBLY 13 AND IBM RING 174
The Addison Treehouse, 14681 Midway Rd, Addison, Texas 75001
www.DallasMagic.org.

,

IMPROV COMEDY CLUBS IN ADDISON AND ARLINGTON
Both comedy clubs periodically host weekend comedy magic shows. For more details go to either
www.ImprovArlington.com or www.ImprovAddison.com.
MAGIC IN THE LIVING ROOM
Periodic magic shows every 1st Tuesday at 7:00 pm at The Line Public House, 940 E Beltline in Richardson. See
www.MagicLivingRoom.com for more information.
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