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Next Monthly Assembly Meeting Thursday May 20, 2021 - 7:00 pm
Illusion Warehouse, 3917 McCart Ave, Fort Worth, Texas
Three blocks north of Seminary Drive/Across from Rosemont 6th Grade

THE OMAHA MAGICAL SOCIETY
SAM ASSEMBLY 007 ‐ OMAHA, NEBRASKA
The Thursday May 20 Monthly Assembly Meeting of the SAM Assembly 138 Alliance of
Illusionists will feature a special collaboration with the The Omaha Magical Society, SAM
Assembly 007. Omaha magicians will perform and lecture! Talent includes LARRY BRO‐
DAHL, JERED BLAKE, and DAVID MICHAEL FOX. See the next page of this month’s SER‐
VANTE for more information about these performers. Pictured to the left is SAM Assembly
007 Executive Director Dave Arch. For more information about the Omaha club, see
https://theomahamagicalsociety.org.
The AOI will also have several other special performances and activities lined‐up in addi‐
tion to the regular Assembly meeting activities. The AOI will meet at 7:00 pm, the Illusion
Warehouse, 3917 McCart Avenue, Fort Worth. The store is located about three blocks north of Seminary Drive
and across the street from the Rosemont Middle School. According to the Bylaws, only guests and 2021 dues‐
paid‐up members are allowed to attend the meeting. The Executive Committee will meet the hour before at 6:00
pm. All officers should be in attendance, and all 2021 dues‐paid‐up members may attend as well. Visitors may not
attend Monthly Assembly Meetings.

BRENDA DOLENZ‐HELMER ELEVATED TO AOI HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIP
SAM 138 overwhelmingly recently voted to elevate Brenda Dolenz‐Helmer to Honorary Life Membership. Brenda
is the daughter of the late Dr. Bernard Dolenz. After a Broken Wand ceremony for Bernie at the April meeting,
President Mark Bynum and Dean Bruce Chadwick had the privilege of presenting her with a plaque to celebrate
her and her husband Dr. Oz Helmer’s enormous contributions to the club and the Texas Association of Magicians.

LARRY BRODAHL

has been doing magic since the age of five when a
next door neighbor picked up a book of magic from the library and asked
Larry to be his assistant.
Three fabulous performances with a ticket price of a penny each, showed
Larry what 'easy money' really was. This started his life‐long fascination
with magic. In the 1970's Larry pioneered restaurant magic in the Omaha
Nebraska area. In the 1980's, he stopped performing close‐up profession‐
ally and has focused on parlor, stage, and banquet magic.
Larry lectures for magicians and has written over 35 manuscripts demon‐
strating how scripting and routining can make magic stronger and more
flexible, as well as hints and tips on performing. Several of these manu‐
scripts are free and all can be found at Lybrary.com

JERED BLAKE Having some type of "Super Power" is every child's
dream. This was especially true for Jered Blake growing up in Anchor‐
age, Alaska in the 1970's.
His grandfather introduced him the wonderful world of magic in
1978. Having just survived a vicious game of Lawn Darts, his grandfa‐
ther wiped his hands off, then reached up and plucked an old fifty
cent piece from behind his ear. His grandfather gave him the coin
saying, “that’s magic.”
Fast forward through countless birthday parties and strolling magic
gigs to 1994. Jered joined the United States Air Force, eventually re‐
tiring in 2015. During those 20 years, Jered was given the opportu‐
nity to hone his magic skills, performing all over the world. Jered spe‐
cializes in technical sleight of hand with cards, but has cultivated an
extensive knowledge of all types of magic and magic principles. His
current show is part autobiography and part history lesson, but all
illusion. It takes a deep dive into statistically unlikely coincidences,
influence, and whether freewill isn't the biggest illusion of all.

DAVID MICHAEL FOX His magic story began when he started
performing at the age of six. Like many youngsters, he wanted a magic
kit for Christmas. The cardboard suitcase and its magical contents pro‐
vided opportunities for performance from a very young age.
David's passion for magic soon branched into a passion for the per‐
forming arts. David graduated college with degrees in Theater Perform‐
ance and Chemistry. He also spent 4 years in NYC attending the New
York Conservatory for Dramatic Arts and working as a professional ac‐
tor, dancer, and voiceover artist.
After moving back to Nebraska and embracing his passion for magic
and the performing arts, David began performing for corporate events,
fundraisers, parties, and weddings. He's also the creator of PUNCH'D in
cooperation with X ABSTRACT EFFECTS.
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MINUTES OF THE APRIL MONTHLY ASSEMBLY MEETING
Seventeen members and guests were in attendance for the incredible April meeting of
the Fort Worth SAM Assembly 138 Alliance of Illusionists. Despite the inclement weather,
laughter and excitement during the meeting never waned. The theme of the meeting was
“April Foolings,” a fancy name for an “open mic night” where almost anyone who wanted
to perform was given a chance to do so.
President Mark Bynum started the meeting close to 7:00 pm. He introduced guests Tho‐
mas Buchanon, Nikko, and Dr. Z Helmer. Mark also announced our Assembly plans to
meet online with the Omaha, Nebraska SAM Assembly 007, The Omaha Magical Society
for the May and June monthly assembly meetings. The availabil‐
ity of buying a $5 ticket for the upcoming raffle was announced,
and the monthly door prize was won by Jimmie Fulce.
Bruce Chadwick, the Dean of our Assembly then performed a Bro‐
ken Wand ceremony for the late Dr. Bernie Dolenz. This was fol‐
lowed with President Bynum and Dean Chadwick awarding an Hon‐
orary Life Membership to our beloved Brenda Dolenz‐Helmer.
Assembly Historian and current Vice‐President of the Texas Associa‐
tion of Magicians, Bronson Chadwick was next. He announced that
that the hosting of the 2022 TAOM convention here in Fort Worth
was in progress and will be held at the Radisson Fossil Creek hotel.
Then it was on to the magic performances with Thomas Buchanon
doing his new member introduction with a card prediction and a
brief biographical overview. Thomas was then voted into full Active
membership of SAM 138. Member‐at‐Large Al Fox performed a hi‐
larious card routine using a tiny plunger that would have made the
late Don Alan proud.
Nikko performed a unique version of the vanishing silk handkerchief
routine and a coins across routine, which he called the three pillars
of magic. Lisa Fulce gave everyone a chance to follow her with torn
cards and a card match‐up at the end. She concluded with a color
changing ball to jumbo square routine.
Vice‐President Joe Rotio showed his prowess with the Magic Square
and how the mysterious 46 can be found in so many places, because
“as magicians, you deserve more!” Enoch Ng attempted mentalism
with cards and a prediction. President Mark Bynum made Pedro,
one of his bonsai trees, disappear and appear inside a strange look‐
ing Chinese box.
Lonnie O’Lander showed the importance of choosing the right key
to unlock a vicious looking padlock that secured his wrists. The in‐
credible inventor Jack McCoy presented his “Blank Stares” effect
which appears in the April issue of the SERVANTE, our monthly as‐
sembly newsletter (see www.sam138.com/alliance).
Bronson Chadwick performed his “junk drawer” mental magic every‐
day object routine. His appearing candy bar and his comical walking
through paper routines were an interesting sight to see. Bruce
Chadwick then showed his dark side with a card effect using his In‐
surance Policy.
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MINUTES OF THE APRIL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
President Mark Bynum called to order the April 15 Executive Committee meeting of the Alliance of Illusionists at
approximately 6:10 pm in the Illusion Warehouse museum room. A quorum was in place with all officers in atten‐
dance. The minutes of the March Executive Committee meeting were approved as printed in the April issue of
the SERVANTE monthly assembly newsletter.
Treasurer Cindy Bighorse next gave a report on the Assembly’s finances. She reported a previous balance of
$3905.69. No receipts since the previous report were received. Disbursements for the month included $10.65 for
Mail Chimp, $15.92 for Zoom, a reimbursement to Cindy for $6.50, $38.92 for the Helmer plaque to be awarded
to her for life membership, $4 dues reimbursement to Joe Rotio, and $150 to Mike Ince for his lecture at the
March Monthly Assembly Meeting. With this $229.99 in disbursement total, the club currently has an Operating
(checking) Account balance of $3679.70. Cindy’s Treasurer’s Report was approved as presented.
It was reported that as of the Executive Committee meeting there are 20 members in good standing of the Alli‐
ance of Illusionists and include Cynthia Bighorse, Joey Byers, Mark Bynum, Bruce Chadwick, Jimmie Fulce, Lisa
Fulce, Richard Hinze, Mark Jones, Jack McCoy, Lonnie O’Lander, Kailyn Marler, Bronson Chadwick, Margaret
Clauder, Kevin Perry, Bernie Trowbridge, Al Fox, Enoch Ng, Denise Byers, Ava Byers, and Brenda Dolenz‐Helmer.
It was reported that Thomas Buchanan, Adam Thornton, Michael Davis, and Steve Aldridge have applied for
membership into the Alliance of Illusionists. Sergeant at Arms Joe Rotio agreed to contact each of these members
and ask them to present their New Member Introductions and hopefully be voted into full members of the Alli‐
ance of Illusionists. (Secretary Note: At the April Monthly Assembly Meeting that followed the Executive Commit‐
tee Meeting, Thomas Buchanan did his new member introduction and was voted into membership). Vice Presi‐
dent Bernie Trowbridge has taken on the task of contacting past members who are delinquent in paying 2021
dues.
Historian and 2021‐22 TAOM President Bronson Chadwick gave a quick report concerning the planning of the
2022 Fort Worth TAOM convention. Bronson announced that the convention will definitely be held at the Radis‐
son Fossil Creek and that the contract with the hotel is all but secured. Bronson also mentioned a couple of
names that he hopes to book as talent for the convention. He also encouraged the committee to carefully con‐
sider their participation in helping plan the convention.
President Bynum brought up discussion about the May and June Monthly Assembly Meetings of the Alliance of
Illusionists. The AOI has partnered with The Omaha Magical Society, SAM Assembly 007 in Omaha, Nebraska. At
the May Monthly Assembly Meeting, three Nebraska magicians will perform and lecture via Zoom. Then at the
June meeting, three AOI magicians will perform and lecture via Zoom for the Omaha magician’s meeting. Mark
also requested that the Executive Committee begin thinking about another public show as a fundraiser for the
club to be performed sometime during 2021.
Mark Bynum and Cindy Bighorse then gave their report about their investigations on how to invest recent finan‐
cial donations earmarked as a backup when the Assembly hosts Texas Association of Magicians conventions. They
examined several different investment strategies and recommended that the Assembly:
•

use the Edward Jones branch managed by Carrie Bellamy

•

form a five person Investment Committee that will follow the duties, parameters, and directives (as pasted
on page five of this report)

•

elect Cindy Bighorse, Bruce Chadwick, and Mark Bynum as full members with signing capabilities on the In‐
vestment Committee, with Lonnie O’Lander and Al Fox as observing members (online access to the Edward‐
Jones account as observers only).

(continued page 5)
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(continued from page 4)

These recommendations were approved without objection, with Cindy Bighorse making the motion and Al Fox
seconding the motion.
With no further business, the April Executive Committee meeting came to a close and attendees moved to the
party room to start the April Monthly Assembly Meeting of the Alliance of Illusionists.
Bruce Chadwick, Secretary

2021 DUES ARE NOW PAST DUE
In an effort to help AOI club members with rising costs, at the September 2020 Monthly Assembly Meeting the
Alliance of Illusionists instituted a new system to help members pay their 2021 annual Assembly and national
Society of American Magicians dues.
Members pay both their AOI yearly dues and national SAM directly to SAM Assembly 138 using the payment por‐
tal or PayPal button on the club’s website. The Alliance of Illusionists will then forward each member’s national
SAM dues to the national SAM office. To pay 2021 dues, simply go to www.sam138.com/alliance and click on the
Dues/Application tab.
Please note that as of April 1, 2021 only dues‐paid‐up
members and guests are eligible to attend Monthly Assembly Meetings.
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President’s Message
April’s meeting was one for the books. We had even more fun than we did in our March meeting and that one
was great! Our members are really enjoying performing in front of the club and honing their magical skills while
the audience soaks it in.
May’s meeting will be unique for at least the time I have been in the club. We are crossing over with Omaha,
Nebraska, SAM #7. (See article in this newsletter) They will perform/lecture for our meeting via Zoom and we
will have a reciprocal performance via Zoom for their meeting on Monday, June 21. NOTE: We will still have our
regular meeting on the 3rd Thursday, June 17.
I am sorry to say that there will be little to no time for member magic performances in May as the program will
be about 1½ hours, however, as usual we will have our impromptu magic and camaraderie after the meeting. In
June we will make time for member magic, so keep practicing and you will get your shot in front of the group.
Your Executive Committee has been working on future meetings including a Magic Movie Night, Public Show,
Guest Magicians, Open Mic Night, and Magic Christmas Party. Combine that with a Door Prize Drawing at every
meeting and Raffle opportunities and we have an exciting and magical remainder of the year.
I hope that all of you will attend the meetings in person, but if you cannot make a meeting, log in on Zoom, which
should be offered through the rest of this year.
Mark Bynum
2021 President

6

7

8

Have you ever wished for a magic teacher? How about someone to help guide you with hands‐on instruction?
The Illusion Warehouse magic shop in Fort Worth has put together monthly teaching workshops to help you adva
nce as a magician. Called Monthly Magic Mentoring Workshops, the events vary.
Past topics have included Cups and Balls, Rope Magic, Thumbtip Magic, and Basic Sleight‐of‐Hand. Email
chadwickillusionist@yahoo.com to be put on the contact list for upcoming monthly events.
The Illusion Warehouse is a 4000 square foot facility dedicated to the art of magic. Conveniently located in south
Fort Worth for over 25 years, the location houses a full retail magic shop, party room, theatre, museum room and
workshops for Chadwick Illusion Fabrications. It is also the monthly meeting location for the SAM Assembly 138
Alliance of Illusionists. 3917 McCart Ave, Fort Worth, Texas, phone 817‐832‐6062, www.IllusionWarehouse.com
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2021 OFFICERS
1. PRESIDENT:
2. VICE PRESIDENT:
3. SECRETARY:
4. TREASURER:
5. SERGEANT AT ARMS:
6. HISTORIAN:
7. MEMBER AT LARGE:

Mark Bynum
Bernie Trowbridge
Bruce Chadwick
Cindy Bighorse
Joe Rotio
Bronson Chadwick
Al Fox

mark.bynum12@att.net
berntrow@sbcglobal.net
chadwickillusionist@yahoo.com
cabighorse@gmail.com
jrotio@yahoo.com
bcillusionist@yahoo.com
alfoxmagic@hotmail.com

817‐437‐8936
214‐998‐0352
817‐832‐6062
817‐846‐4062
941‐375‐9657
432‐413‐6816
817‐845‐0419

DFW AREA MAGIC HAPPENINGS
FORT WORTH SAM ASSEMBLY 138 ALLIANCE OF ILLUSIONISTS
Meets on the third Thursday of each month, 7:00 pm at the Illusion Warehouse magic shop located at 3917
McCart Avenue, Fort Worth, Texas 76110. Contact communications@allianceofillusionists.com or go to http://
sam138.com/alliance/ or Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/groups/162025544420781/
FORT WORTH MAGICIANS CLUB INC AND REN CLARK IBM RING 15
Meets on the first Thursday of each month, 7:00 pm. See their Facebook group for details.
MID‐CITIES MAGIC CIRCLE
Meets monthly. See the Mid‐Cities Magic Circle Facebook group.
DALLAS MAGIC CLUB, SAM ASSEMBLY 13 AND IBM RING 174
The Addison Treehouse, 14681 Midway Rd, Addison, Texas 75001
www.DallasMagic.org.
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IMPROV COMEDY CLUBS IN ADDISON AND ARLINGTON
Both comedy clubs periodically host weekend comedy magic shows. For more details go to either
www.ImprovArlington.com or www.ImprovAddison.com.
MAGIC IN THE LIVING ROOM
Periodic magic shows every 1st Tuesday at 7:00 pm at The Line Public House, 940 E Beltline in Richardson. See
www.MagicLivingRoom.com for more information.
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