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Next Monthly Assembly Meeting Thursday June 17, 2021 - 7:00 pm
Illusion Warehouse, 3917 McCart Ave, Fort Worth, Texas
Three blocks north of Seminary Drive/Across from Rosemont 6th Grade

OMAHA ZOOM PREP AND OPEN MIC NIGHT
The Thursday, June 17, 2021 Monthly Assembly Meeting of the Alliance of Illu‐
sionists will feature an open mic night and opportunity for any club member or
guest to perform. The meeting will feature a couple of command performances
with the performers who will perform and lecture for the Omaha Magical Soci‐
ety on Monday evening June 21. While it is not a requirement, please President
Mark Bynum know if you would like to perform. Contact Bynum by email at
mark.bynum12@att.net or call/text him at 817‐437‐8936. This will also be the
last opportunity for club members to participate in this round of the raffle. The
items will be demonstrated and then the final ticket sales will take place for
the drawing at the end of the meeting for the Dove Pan, Linking Rings, or Per‐
fect Mirror Glass.

SAM 138 TO ZOOM A SPECIAL MEETING FOR OMAHA
The AOI will host a special meeting for the Omaha Magical Society, SAM Assembly 007 on Monday, June 21, 7:00
pm. All AOI members are invited to participate either by attending the zoom session face‐to‐face at the Illusion
Warehouse, or via Zoom. The link can be found on the Next Meeting column of the home page of
www.sam138.com/alliance.

MINUTES OF THE MAY MONTHLY ASSEMBLY MEETING
President Mark Bynum promptly called to order the
Thursday May 20 Monthly Assembly Meeting of the
SAM Assembly 138 Alliance of Illusionists. The meet‐
ing was held at the Illusion Warehouse party room
in south Fort Worth, Texas. After a few quick an‐
nouncements the meeting was turned over to The
Omaha Magical Society, SAM Assembly 007 via
zoom. Three of Omaha’s finest magicians performed
and lectured for our Monthly Assembly Meeting.
Each performer demonstrated their outstanding talent and creativity with an array of close‐up and stand‐up
magic. After each of their performances which were about ten minutes in length, eac performer returned for a
second segment of lecture explanation. The meeting was very well attended both online and face‐to‐face by both
Assembly clubs. Special thanks goes to Omaha magician Dave Arch who helped broker and administrate the
unique event. For more information about the Omaha club, see https://theomahamagicalsociety.org.

MINUTES OF THE APRIL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
AOI President Mark Bynum called to order the May Executive Committee meeting sharply at 6:00 pm on Thurs‐
day May 20, 2021 at the Illusion Warehouse museum room. All officers except Member at Large Al Fox were in
attendance. Historian Bronson Chadwick was in attendance via speakerphone.
The minutes as printed in the May edition of the SERVANTE monthly assembly newsletter were approved. Vice‐
President Bernie Trowbridge reported that the raffle has thus far produced $75 in revenue. To spur sales and
conclude the raffle, it was announced that the items will be demonstrated at the June Monthly Assembly Meet‐
ing. It was reported that approximately six people who are recent new club applicants still need to perform their
New Member Introductions so that they can then be properly voted upon and possibly approved for Assembly
membership.
It was reported by Sergeant‐at‐Arms Joe Rotio that there are currently 27 members in good standing of the AOI
Assembly 138 for the current 2021 year.
Treasurer Cindy Bighorse gave a verbal financial report. She apologized that she was not able to present the re‐
port in writing as required in the Assembly Bylaws, but reported that that written report would be coming.
Cindy Bighorse and Mark Bynum gave an Investment Committee update. They reported that new paperwork that
parallels the BBVA checking operating account will be signed so that money can be properly transferred into the
Edward Jones investment account.
2021 TAOM Vice‐President Bronson Chadwick gave a report on the status of the TAOM 2022 convention plan‐
ning. Cindy Bighorse asked what the convention registration rate was going to be. Bronson replied that the regis‐
tration rate would probably be $250 per attendee, similar to what Austin is charging for their 2021 convention.
Cindy also questioned whether or not 2022 registrations will be limited to the 250 persons, similar to the 2020
TAOM convention that should have taken place in Fort Worth face‐to‐face. She also asked whether or not there
will be a lower registration rate available to those who register early in the registration process that will begin on
Sunday morning of the Austin 2021 TAOM convention. Bronson reported that these decisions have yet to be
made.
Bronson reported that he continues to talk to prospective talent for the convention and that a Convention Plan‐
ning Committee Meeting would be scheduled soon. Cindy suggested that some “big name” talent should be in
place before the Austin convention, which should motivate people to sign‐up in advance of the convention.
Discussion ensued about how much money will be needed as start‐up money for the 2022 convention. Secretary
Bruce Chadwick reported that there is exactly $1000 in the TAOM convention PayPal account for convention
“seed money.” He suggested that since initial registrations revenue will begin at the Austin 2021 TAOM conven‐
tion, which is only three months away, and the fact that the TAOM organization will probably give the 2022 con‐
vention approximately $3000 for start‐up costs, that a $1000 amount in the PayPal account is probably adequate
to carry the convention planning through for the summer.
President Bynum reported on the progress of the AOI doing a zoom lecture for the Monday June 21 Omaha Magi‐
cal Society Zoom meeting. It was decided that the June 17 AOI meeting would be an Open Mic Night for members
to perform, and also a “dress rehearsal” for our three magicians who will perform and lecture for the Omaha As‐
sembly on Monday evening June 21. With no further business, the Executive Committee Meeting concluded.
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May’s crossover meeting with Omaha SAM #7 was quite an interesting type of meeting. They entertained and
educated us for our entire meeting time and we will do the same for them in June during their regular meeting
time. The unique crossover format shows us just how exhilarating being in a magic association can be. When
would I ever have a chance to experience performances of good magicians from Omaha, Nebraska, and then ask
them questions? It is such fun!
I want to thank our member Jack McCoy for initially setting up this event. I also want to invite our club members
to our half of the crossover event either in person at the Illusion Warehouse or join in on Zoom (details are else‐
where in this newsletter).
We did not have time for member performances in May, but we are finding time in June. Always fun, I urge you
to show us a trick, sleight, illusion, or your latest gimmicked prop. It is looking like we will have a SAM 138 Magic
Show for the public the latter part of September. I will know more at the end of the next Executive Committee
meeting just before our May regular meeting and let you know. Practice, practice, practice!
Check out the Calendar in this newsletter for upcoming meeting features and special events. I am attending this
year’s TAOM Convention in Austin over the Labor Day Weekend. If you plan to attend, better buy those tickets
now!
I hope that all of you will attend the meetings in person, but if you cannot make a meeting, log in on Zoom which
will be offered through the rest of this year.
Happy Magic Learning and Fun,
Mark Bynum
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Have you ever wished for a magic teacher? How about someone to help guide you with hands‐on instruction?
The Illusion Warehouse magic shop in Fort Worth has put together monthly teaching workshops to help you adva
nce as a magician. Called Monthly Magic Mentoring Workshops, the events vary.
Past topics have included Cups and Balls, Rope Magic, Thumbtip Magic, the Chop Cup, and Basic Sleight‐of‐Hand.
Email chadwickillusionist@yahoo.com to be put on the contact list for upcoming monthly events.
The Illusion Warehouse is a 4000 square foot facility dedicated to the art of magic. Conveniently located in south
Fort Worth for over 25 years, the location houses a full retail magic shop, party room, theatre, museum room and
workshops for Chadwick Illusion Fabrications. It is also the monthly meeting location for the SAM Assembly 138
Alliance of Illusionists. 3917 McCart Ave, Fort Worth, Texas, phone 817‐832‐6062, www.IllusionWarehouse.com
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In the world of thousands of self‐working card effects, here’s another.
Australia: This idea came to me back in the early 2000s when I was writing my
booklet, ‘Topias’.
1. Remove 16 cards from the deck. Set the rest aside as only those 16 cards
are used. Give them a quick little mix and spread their faces towards a specta‐
tor, asking them to choose one as their selection. They’re not to say it or
touch it, but simply remember it. Close the spread and hold face down.
Mention there’s no way you could know which card they are thinking of.
2. You’re going to do the following, a total of 4 times: Still face down, deal the packet back and forth into 2 piles. Hold a hand
over each and ask him / her to think about their card. After a moment pick up either stack and spread the faces towards them.
Ask if they see their card amongst them. Depending on their response, play it accordingly. If they say they do see their selection,
give a satisfied expression as if you’re proud of your intuition. If they inform you they don’t see their selection, look down at the
other pile (still on the table) and pretend to be contemplating (but not constipating). The goal each time is to simply know which
of the stacks (8 cards) the selection is among.
After each of those 4 times, re‐stack the 2 piles by simply picking both up and placing one on top of the other, but in the fol‐
lowing order:
A. After the 1st deal and guess, re‐stack with the pile containing the selection going on top.
B. After the 2nd deal and guess, re‐stack with the pile containing the selection going on top.
C.

After the 3rd deal and guess, re‐stack with the pile containing the selection going on the bottom.

D. After the 4th deal and guess, re‐stack with the pile containing the selection going on the bottom.
Tell them you’re having a little trouble so will resort to some ‘Australian’ magic.
3. Holding the packet face down, deal cards off the top, one‐at‐a‐time, into a pile on the table. Spell AUSTRALIA as you do, deal‐
ing one card for each letter. In other words, a total of 9 cards are dealt. Drop the remainder on top and pick all up.
4. Ask them to name any Australian animal (kangaroo, wallaby, dingo, etc). Spell their animal, dealing 1 card for each letter.
Once spelled, drop the remaining held cards onto them and pick all up. Any number of letters will work, providing it’s less than
16.
5. Perform a ‘Down—Under’ deal which is simply: The top card is dealt (DOWN) to the table, the next card is transferred to the
bottom (UNDER) of the stack, the next card dealt to table, the next transferred underneath, etc. Continue this until just 1 card

PARAPLEX ‐ This is based on Robert Neale’s ‘Trapdoor Card’, which has been explored and altered a few times by various magi‐
cians. I wanted to take it a step beyond just a geometric novelty and give it something the spectator can’t figure out, no matter
how much they mess with it. I’m fairly certain it’s never been taken to this level before.
This was originally published in my book ‘A Underground Magician’s 7th Book’.
Effect: A prop handed for examination. It’s a pre‐folded piece of paper which has a flap cut in its middle area. The flap is hinged
to one end, colored red. The other end is blue. The underside of the prop is blank. The flap is signed by a spectator. The prop is
folded up and the flap poked between the middle and ring fingers of a hand, which is then lowered to the table. It is then
slightly unfolded and shown the color side is uppermost. Both hands do a little magic flourish and suddenly the prop has
flipped, the color side is now downward yet the signed flap never moved nor left sight. Another flourish is done with the flap
always in view and suddenly the colors are back on the top side, but the red is now where the blue was and the blue is where
the red was! The opening isn’t visible either. The red part showing is now pulled away yet the flap doesn’t move. Did it just get
torn away? No, when the hand moves away, it’s seen the flap is now hinged to the blue end. The signed prop can be given as a
souvenir for them to play with. They’ll probably figure out the up and down part but never how the flap switched ends. No
glues or anything, it’s a solid piece.
Preparation: You will need to print out 2 of the frames shown on the previous page. To save ink I suggest screen capturing it
and copy / pasting it a few times on a blank page, then printing. Using a razor knife, cut 3 sides of the white middle square, cre‐
ating a flap. On 1 prop the uncut side is with the red square, the other with the blue square, as shown in the smaller image on
the previous page. Also, referring to the same images, fold the prop along the dotted lines. Fold them back and forth a few
times to soften the creases.
From now on, follow each step in reference to the image with the same letter.
A. The prepared frames.
B. Grasp the frame that has the flap attached to the blue end. Hold it as in the illustration.
C.

Fold the front (blue) portion down and under the frame. The flap will flip forward, keep it there.

D. Fold the sides (long edges) underneath.
E.

Fold the near (red) portion beneath the prop.

F.

Fold the flap towards you on top.

G. Finger palm the folded frame, the red portion showing, the flap against the fingers.
H. A check point: If you were to unfold the flap, it should extend forward (towards the fingertips). This is just to ensure you’re
holding it correctly and should be as image (G) when performing.

Phase 1: Signature and 1st Effect— With the folded frame finger palmed in the left hand (G), the right hands the other frame out
for examination. Make sure 3 points are made: 1st, it’s colored red & blue on one side, 2nd, the other side is blank, and 3rd, the
flap is attached to the red end. Say something to the effect of, “Sir, if you’ll examine this little piece of strange. I say strange be‐
cause I doubt you’ve ever seen anything like it before? I figured you hadn’t, that’s why it’s strange. It’s really a simple thing. Basi‐
cally, the front has 3 squares, red, white, and blue. The white has been cut on 3 of its sides, where it’s only held in place by the red.
The back is totally blank.”
I. Take the frame back, holding it by the flap, and set it in the left hand directly on the folded frame, the left hand rotating palm
up at the very last moment so it’s not seen. As the right hand still holds the flap and the opening is obscured, release the flap of
the folded frame and maneuver it and the examined prop’s flap together. Pinch both between the right’s thumb, index and mid‐
dle. Note: This might take a little practice getting it smooth. For time stalling, ask for a pen, talk casually about something, etc.
J. Fold both flaps up, back & onto the red square. The flap on top is the hidden frame’s.
K. Have the visible part of the flap signed. When doing this, hold it near perpendicular to the spectator so they can’t see through
the hole at an angle.
L,M,N,O,P,Q,R. The left hand holds the prop at the red end, thumb and fingers pressing the flap(s) against the red square. The
right hand folds the blue end down under, then the sides, then finally the front (hole) portion. Skim the images like a moving pic‐
ture to help aid in understanding. Only the signed flap should be visible at this point.
S. With the right hand, raise the signed flap only, the other staying down. Keep the index at the front edge.
T. Once the flap is fully extended the right hand takes the entire package. Notice how the index is hiding the middle.
U. Rotate the right hand where the palm is toward you & the flap is pointing upward. With the left thumb and index, pinch the
flap down near the fold. The right hand, still gripping slightly, moves downward. The examined prop will slide off the signed prop,
like a sleeve. Look closely at the image and you can see it being slid off, gripped by my ring and middle fingers.
V. The left hand rotated palm up which brings its frame into view. Make sure the thumb is hiding the middle fold area. The other
prop is finger palmed in the right hand which is palm down and pointing to the left hand. A red square shows so everything looks
as it should. The right hand now takes the pen and puts it in a pocket, ditching the stolen frame as well.
A beauty of this variation is the dirty work is already done. This signed flap is attached to the blue end. Could you do a simple
whatever and reveal this as a single magic event? Yes, I suppose you could but I designed the frame to be able to take it further,
so let’s go for a 3‐part ‘W.T.F.’ (Wow, That’s Freaky, what were you thinking?) moment.

(refer to images on previous page)
W. The flap is poked between the right middle and ring fingers.
X. Open the frame where it’s flat against the fingers. A bit of blue will be visible between the folded sides, suggesting things are
still as they should (convincer 1).
Y. Rotate the right hand palm down. Move the left hand, palm up, beneath.
Z. With the left fingers knuckle areas, unfold the frame’s sides.
AA. Pressing the prop against the left hand, the right index spreads away from the middle. Due to the prop’s design, the red
square appears to be unfolded and on top, plus the flap’s location appears still attached to the red as well (convincers 2 & 3).
AB, AC, AD, AE. The left hand moves out from beneath, secretly unfolding the red end as it does. Rotate palm down and move on
top of the right. Both hands dramatically move away from the frame, which suddenly is now face (color side) down!
Phases 2 & 3— AF. The right hand lowers and pinches the flap between the middle and ring fingers once again. Note: For tutorial
reasons, the following images are more exposed than in actual performance.
AG. The hand raises slightly and the thumb folds the near end underneath. The left hand moves below again and its fingers assist
the right thumb and fold the sides (rails) inward (not shown, I failed to photograph this step).
AH, AI,AJ,AK,AL. The red square is folded forward. Continuing this forward motion, red is unfolded forward, the prop beginning to
open. The sides are unfolded then the blue square is unfolded towards you.
AM, AN, AO. Using the middle crease, the red square is moved against the blue, the frame portion where the hole resides is
folded onto itself in an ‘S’ configuration.
AP. The left hand moves out from underneath. The right hand lowers flat on the table. The index and pinky spread away from the
fingers to show the blue and red squares. It they haven’t realized it, mention the colors have switched ends.
AQ. The left hand pinches the exposed red square and move it forward, the right hand keeping everything else in place. The hole
will come into view.
AR. Move the hands away, showing the flap has magically switched ends, now attached to the blue!
Allow them to keep the signed frame as a souvenir and to play with.
More: I arranged the images where you can scan them in order and see the actions taking place. If you can do these last phases
with the left hand beneath the right and out of view; perfect. If not, it’s no big deal to hold the right palm towards you to be eas‐
ier for the folding, unfolding and folding to happen because the ending is still going to be a big surprise.

2021 OFFICERS
1. PRESIDENT:
2. VICE PRESIDENT:
3. SECRETARY:
4. TREASURER:
5. SERGEANT AT ARMS:
6. HISTORIAN:
7. MEMBER AT LARGE:

Mark Bynum
Bernie Trowbridge
Bruce Chadwick
Cindy Bighorse
Joe Rotio
Bronson Chadwick
Al Fox

mark.bynum12@att.net
berntrow@sbcglobal.net
chadwickillusionist@yahoo.com
cabighorse@gmail.com
jrotio@yahoo.com
bcillusionist@yahoo.com
alfoxmagic@hotmail.com

817‐437‐8936
214‐998‐0352
817‐832‐6062
817‐846‐4062
941‐375‐9657
432‐413‐6816
817‐845‐0419

DFW AREA MAGIC HAPPENINGS
FORT WORTH SAM ASSEMBLY 138 ALLIANCE OF ILLUSIONISTS
Meets on the third Thursday of each month, 7:00 pm at the Illusion Warehouse magic shop located at 3917
McCart Avenue, Fort Worth, Texas 76110. Contact communications@allianceofillusionists.com or go to http://
sam138.com/alliance/ or Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/groups/162025544420781/
FORT WORTH MAGICIANS CLUB INC AND REN CLARK IBM RING 15
Meets on the first Thursday of each month, 7:00 pm. See their Facebook group for details.
MID‐CITIES MAGIC CIRCLE
Meets monthly. See the Mid‐Cities Magic Circle Facebook group.
DALLAS MAGIC CLUB, SAM ASSEMBLY 13 AND IBM RING 174
The Addison Treehouse, 14681 Midway Rd, Addison, Texas 75001
www.DallasMagic.org.
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IMPROV COMEDY CLUBS IN ADDISON AND ARLINGTON
Both comedy clubs periodically host weekend comedy magic shows. For more details go to either
www.ImprovArlington.com or www.ImprovAddison.com.
MAGIC IN THE LIVING ROOM
Periodic magic shows every 1st Tuesday at 7:00 pm at The Line Public House, 940 E Beltline in Richardson. See
www.MagicLivingRoom.com for more information.

6

