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Next Monthly Assembly Meeting - Thursday July 21, 2022 - 7:00 pm
Illusion Warehouse, 3917 McCart Ave, Fort Worth, Texas
Three blocks north of Seminary Drive/Across from the Public School

CLOSE-UP CARAVAN AND TAOM COMMITTEES
The theme for the 7:00 pm Thursday July 21, 2022 Monthly Assembly
Mee ng of the Alliance of Illusionists will feature a Close-Up Caravan! The
Illusion Warehouse will be divided-up into ﬁve performing areas. The audiences will remain sta onary while close-up magicians Nikko, Gary Poe,
Jack McCoy, Connor Branach, and Joe Ro o will move room-to-room. It
will be a night of fun and laughter. Be sure to bring your family and friends
for a fun evening.
Also with the TAOM conven on at hand, Bronson Chadwick will explain how club members can help at the Labor
Day Weekend conven on. There are several commi ee chairs and tasks that must be accomplished over the next
few weeks. The Execu ve Commi ee will meet at 6:00 pm. All oﬃcers should be in a endance, and any duespaid-up member in good standing may a end as well. Visitors many not a end Execu ve Commi ee Mee ngs.

TAOM 2022 - THE CONVENTION OF WONDER
In just a li le over two months, our SAM Assembly 138 Alliance of
Illusionists will host the 2022 Texas Associa on of Magicians “The
Conven on of Wonder.”
This incredible event will be held Labor Day weekend, Friday a ernoon through Monday morning September 2-5. It will be a rare Fort
Worth weekend packed with shows, lectures, dealers, special
guests, and other magical ac vi es. If you are a DFW magician, you
are crazy if you miss it!
TAOM President Bronson Chadwick is happy to announce the addion of Losander from Las Vegas and the incomparable Gay Blackstone, the producer of the Masters of Illusion television series.
To help promote a cozy and friendly magic atmosphere, registra on is limited
to 250 full registra ons. The conven on is selling out fast. Those who wait and
try to register a er July may be turned away.
This also means that some of you as AOI members who have not registered
may be turned away as well. You have been warned!
Full registra on is only $250 per person. To give spouses and children access
to all shows except the lectures, $125 per person limited registra ons are
available. Please note that at least one full registra on must be purchased
before one or more limited registra ons can be purchased.
The conven on hotel is the newly remodeled Radisson North Fort Worth at Fossil Creek. Rates are an incredible
$109 per night plus tax and each room includes two free breakfasts and free parking. Don’t delay! Register today
at www.taominfo.online
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JUNE 2022 MONTHLY ASSEMBLY MEETING MINUTES
The Thursday June 16, 2022 Monthly Assembly Mee ng of the Fort Worth
SAM Assembly 138 Alliance of Illusionists commenced at 7:00 pm in the Museum Room of the Illusion Warehouse magic shop. President Cindy Bighorse
began the mee ng with a few quick announcements. She reminded the club
that the July mee ng will feature a Close-Up Caravan with groups of audience members remaining sta onary, while ﬁve club magicians will rotate
table-to-table. Texas Associa on of Magicians President Bronson Chadwick
gave a wonderful report about the ﬁnal planning for the upcoming Labor Day
weekend event, September 2 through 5, 2022. For more informa on, go to
www.taom.org.

Then it was on to a full 90 minutes of wonderful video for Magic Movie
Night. Club member Nikko assembled an incredible video for the club’s June pleasure. With the popcorn machine
in full swing, free drinks from the party room refrigerator, and the tasteful treats from Charlie Montroll, members
enjoyed classical performances from many legendary magicians.
Some of our club members were introduced for the ﬁrst me to Thurston, Jim Steinmeyer, Don Alan, Fred Caps,
Channing Pollock, Paul Daniels, Harry Blackstone Senior, Harry Blackstone Junior, Paul Daniels, Tommy Wonder,
Tom Mullica, John Calvert Mac King, Meyer Yedid, Finn Jon, Jeﬀ McBride, and Wayne Dodson. Wow! What a lineup and what a great mee ng for the June Alliance of Illusionists Assembly.

JUNE 2022 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
The Thursday June 16, 2022 Execu ve Commi ee Mee ng of the Alliance of Illusionists was called to order at
6:13 pm on in the Museum Room of the Illusion Warehouse. A quorum was in a endance with President Cindy
Bighorse, Vice-President Bernie Trowbridge, Secretary Bruce Chadwick, Treasurer Mark Bynum, Sergeant at Arms
Joe Ro o, and Historian Lonnie Olander. Absent was Member at Large Nikko Alignay. Also in a endance was
member in good standing Charles Montroll.
The May Execu ve Commi ee minutes as presented in the June 2022 SERVANTE monthly assembly newsle er
were approved as printed. Treasurer Mark Bynum gave the May ﬁnancial report. The previous club balance was
$1734.20 plus the Helmer-Dolenz reserve. Zero receipts were received. The club made payments to the na onal
SAM organiza on for an AOI member in the amount of $55 and monthly MailChimp payment of $11.73. This
leaves the club with an ending balance of $1667.47.
For Old Business, the July Monthly Assembly Mee ng will be a Close-Up Caravan. Performers scheduled to perform include Nikko, Bruce Chadwick, Gary Poe, Jack McCoy, and Joe Ro o. The August mee ng will be TAOM
Prepara on Night. For New Business, Cindy reminded the commi ee about the upcoming the Saginaw Preparedness Fair on September 10 and 24. They are looking for volunteer children’s entertainers.
TAOM President Bronson Chadwick gave a quick report about the upcoming September TAOM conven on. Losander has been added to the conven on line-up. Gay Blackstone, widow of the late Harry Blackstone Junior and
producer of the current Master’s of Illusion television program will also be at the conven on. Bronson says there
is a great need for contestants. He is also working on some dona ons for cash rewards. He also men oned that
Ma hew Crabtree has designed a poster for the conven on that has several of the great magicians for the conven on except Bruce Chadwick.
With no further business, the commi ee adjourned in prepara on for the July Classics of Magic movie night. Special thanks to Nikko for pu ng together the special magician video.
— Bruce Chadwick, Secretary
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UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL
Gree ngs Fellow Magicians!
July is here. It is excrucia ngly hot in North Texas. What be er way to beat the heat than to watch a magic
show. Magic has the unique characteris c of helping people forget their woes, even for a moment. You get a
chance to catch your breath and refocus on what is important. Somehow, it's easier to move forward a er watching a magniﬁcent show.
This month, AOI is hos ng its annual Close-Up Caravan. Five performers, ﬁve sta ons, ﬁve opportuni es to ignore
the weatherman and enjoy life for 90 minutes. Bring your family and friends. They will thank you! Yes, they truly
will. Perhaps they will treat you to dinner or ice cream a erwards.
As an engineer and quilter, beauty is in the details of the art. What makes a ﬁghter jet beau ful is not its shell,
but all the ny intricacies within. Smart engineering reduces weight and increases performance. Dynamic pilot
skills combined with design accounts for breathtaking maneuvers in the air.
Same goes for a quilt. Skilled cu ng, color combina ons, and accurate sewing transform lackluster fabrics into a
thing of beauty. Stepping back, the spectator doesn't see a series of single blocks, but a variety of conﬁgura ons
hidden within the combina on of those blocks.
Close-up works the same way. It is, by far, my favorite form of magic. The impossible happens when the spectator
is 18" from the magician's hands and no truths are revealed. The Magic occurs because "that can't possibly happen! I was right there!" The magician raises eyebrows, drops jaws, and deﬁes the laws of all sciences.
Close-up Magic forces you to ques on everything you've been taught, everything you’ve seen, but why? It is because of the art. The performer works for that magical moment in each act.
That being said, a er the show, perhaps it will rain. The magic in the air.
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Hey, I’m Joseph Rake, stage name "The Metal Magician.” I am
an amateur magician from Arlington, Texas. I've always liked
magic ever since my parents took me to my ﬁrst magic show
when I was ﬁve. For years there was always another hobby
that took precedence, whether it be tennis, chess, computer
game programming or poker.
A poker vaca on to Vegas in July
2019, which included a David Copperﬁeld show, was the turning point.
The poker went very badly for that whole trip but the David Copperﬁeld show was mesmerizing. Less than a month later the Champions of Magic tour came to Arlington, and
that was the night I oﬃcially decided I wanted to be a magician.

I chose the moniker "The Metal Magician" because no ma er what my hobby was,
heavy metal music has been a constant in my life since I was a teenager. Kiss, Europe, Sammy Hagar, Whitesnake,
and Black Sabbath (their en re library, not just the Ozzy Osbourne years) are among my all- me favorite bands. I
am s ll working on exactly how to incorporate heavy metal music into my magic, but it remains a long-term goal.
I am also s ll working on exactly who I want to be as a magician.
I really enjoy doing shows over Zoom because of how easy it is to reach people all over the globe - I've done
shows for people in Canada, Mexico and Hong Kong as well as all over the US. Closeup magic is fun as well, but I
need to con nue to build up my skills in that area. I would love to eventually do closeup magic in places where
people are wai ng in line, like at amusement parks like Six Flags, or at concerts (especially heavy metal concerts)
where people arrive to the show hours early to get a good spot.
I am an avid supporter of the local DFW magic scene - local magicians are welcome to keep me in the loop on any
public shows they have, and I will help promote them.
Joseph Rake, "The Metal Magician" - joe2002@swbell.net
A ROOKIE'S RETROSPECT – INVISIBLE DECK
Shortly a er I decided to get into magic, I went to see Mike Williams's show at the Addison Improv. He did a trick
that he called “sleight of foot.” He put a deck of cards in a bag and taped the bag over his foot. He asked the
crowd, “Pick a color, red or black.” When the audience chose red, he started shaking his foot, ra ling the deck in
the bag. He then asked the crowd, “Heart or diamond?” followed by more shaking. Finally, he asked a speciﬁc
spectator to pick a value. One ﬁnal empha c shake and his “sleight of foot” was complete. He removed the deck
from the bag, fanned out the cards, and sure enough, one card was turned over, and sure enough, it was the card
that was jointly selected by the crowd.
Why am I men oning such a simple trick, you may be wondering? I'll tell you: THE FIRST TIME I SAW IT, I DIDN'T
KNOW WHAT AN INVISIBLE DECK WAS. So obviously, I was amazed! (Note: Mike did ask me to communicate
that “sleight of foot” is a handling that he's known for and is part of his professional repertoire, so while it should
ABSOLUTELY be looked at as an example of how to rethink classic eﬀects, it should NOT be performed by other
magicians.)
Here are a few of my thoughts about invisible deck tricks:
·

Do NOT go through the buildup and pa er for your trick, then at the moment you've taken out the deck and
are about to search through it, say, “What was your card?” and pause and wait for the spectator to tell you.
That is HORRIBLE. It kills the momentum of the trick and makes the spectator think, “Why are you asking ME
what my card is? Aren't YOU the magician?” Always either know what their card is going to be ahead of me
(i.e. by a card force) or get them to pick one verbally somehow, but WELL before you pick up the deck.
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·

I've seen some magicians push cards to the right while searching the deck, then upon arrival at the selected
card, they pull the turned-over card to the le . That's not horrible, but I would encourage magicians to pracce going through an invisible deck exactly how they would go through a regular deck. Try grabbing a regular
deck, turning over one card, and ﬁlming yourself ﬁnding it. Then do the same with the invisible deck and
prac ce un l they look as much the same as possible.

·

Here's a p that can make that easier - MEMORIZE THE DECK. It will be MUCH easier to handle the invisible
deck like a regular deck if you know exactly where the card is.

For me, the invisible deck is PERFECT for Zoom. I ask the spectator if they have a favorite card and to tell me
what it is. Then I pretend to throw the invisible deck to them through the Zoom camera, have them pretend to
pull out their card, turn it over, put it back in the box and throw it back to me. The reac ons when they see their
card turned over and revealed are a lot of fun! For a live show, especially a stage show before a decent-sized
crowd, I s ll think Mike's trick is the best invisible deck trick I've ever seen. He keeps the whole crowd engaged
throughout the trick and has a REASON for ge ng the spectators to name their card verbally before he ever
opens the deck. I don't do much close-up magic, but when I'm doing close-up and happen to have an invisible
deck with me, I like to put the deck on the table, say, “Name any card in the deck”, wave my ﬁngers and pretend I
MAGICALLY turn over their card.
I hope you enjoyed the ar cle and will start having fun with invisible deck tricks!
Yours in magic,
Joseph Rake “The Metal Magician”
joe2002@swbell.net h ps://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGcIXgcGMwTkSEUGF3XKJjQ
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2022 OFFICERS
1. PRESIDENT:
2. VICE PRESIDENT:
3. SECRETARY:
4. TREASURER:
5. SERGEANT AT ARMS:
6. HISTORIAN:
7. MEMBER AT LARGE:

Cindy Bighorse
Bernie Trowbridge
Bruce Chadwick
Mark Bynum
Joe Ro o
Lonnie O’Lander
Nikko Alignay

cabighorse@gmail.com
berntrow@sbcglobal.net
chadwickillusionist@yahoo.com
mark.bynum12@a .net
jro o@yahoo.com
lonnie_olander@baylor.edu
alignay.nikolas.ong@gmail.com

817-846-4062
214-998-0352
817-832-6062
817-437-8936
941-375-9657
254-749-0124
682-239-4948

DFW AREA MAGIC HAPPENINGS
FORT WORTH SAM ASSEMBLY 138 ALLIANCE OF ILLUSIONISTS
Meets on the third Thursday of each month, 7:00 pm at the Illusion Warehouse magic shop located at 3917
McCart Avenue, Fort Worth, Texas 76110. Contact communica ons@allianceoﬁllusionists.com or go to h p://
sam138.com/alliance/ or Facebook at h ps://www.facebook.com/groups/162025544420781/
FORT WORTH MAGICIANS CLUB INC AND REN CLARK IBM RING 15
Meets on the ﬁrst Thursday of each month, 7:00 pm. See their Facebook group for details.
MID-CITIES MAGIC CIRCLE
Meets monthly. See the Mid-Ci es Magic Circle Facebook group.
DALLAS MAGIC CLUB, SAM ASSEMBLY 13 AND IBM RING 174
The Addison Treehouse, 14681 Midway Rd, Addison,
www.DallasMagic.org.

Texas

75001,

IMPROV COMEDY CLUBS IN ADDISON AND ARLINGTON
Both comedy clubs periodically host weekend comedy magic shows. For more details go to either
www.ImprovArlington.com or www.ImprovAddison.com.
MAGIC IN THE LIVING ROOM
Periodic magic shows every 1st Tuesday at 7:00 pm at The Line Public House, 940 E Beltline in Richardson. See
www.MagicLivingRoom.com for more informa on.

Mark Wilson’s
laurels kept
him famous.
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