
  

 

Volume 2022 - Number 11 - November 2022 
Next Monthly Assembly Meeting - Thursday November 17, 2022 - 7:00 pm 

Illusion Warehouse, 3917 McCart Ave, Fort Worth, Texas 
Three blocks north of Seminary Drive/Across from the Public School 

SWAP MEET 
SAM Assembly 138 Alliance of Illusionists will host a Magic Swap 
Meet for the 7:00 pm Thursday November 17 Monthly Assembly 
Mee ng. This will be an opportunity for a endees to buy, sell, and 
trade gently useD magic tricks and books. 

Tables are free, but they are limited. It is wise for sellers to bring a 
card table or equivalent just in case. All prices, trades, and deals 
are between sellers and buyers. 

The Execu ve Commi ee will meet at 6:00 pm. All officers should be in a endance, and any dues-paid-up mem-
ber in good standing may a end as well. Visitors many not a end Execu ve Commi ee Mee ngs. 

 
ANNUAL DUES 
Fun! Fun! Fun! Annual dues for the 2023 club year are due and payable in full by January 1, 2023. Fortunately the 
Alliance of Illusionists refuses to give-in to infla on! Dues will be the same in January 2023 as they were in 2022. 
Dues cover both the local Fort Worth SAM Assembly 138 Alliance of Illusionists dues as well as the na onal SAM 
membership dues. The Execu ve Commi ee then sends the appropriate amount of na onal SAM dues for each 
member to the na onal SAM office. This procedure assures that all Assembly members are also members in good 
standing with the na onal SAM office. Dues are paid exclusively online using a PayPal account or the PayPal guest 
check-out op on. Members can pay dues by going to the DUES/APPLICATION page of h p://sam138.com/
alliance/policy/ 

 

OFFICER NOMINATIONS OPEN FOR THE 2023 CLUB YEAR 
It’s that me of year when according to the Bylaws of our corpora on, Assembly 138 
starts seeking  officers to serve for the 2023 year. Seven elected officers serve the 
“Bruce Chadwick SAM Assembly 138 Alliance of Illusionists Inc.” These include the 
President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, Sergeant-at-Arms, Historian, and 
Member at Large.  All officers are elected at the December Monthly Assembly 
Mee ng and are then installed at the January Installa on Banquet. Officers serve for 
a period of one year and any officer except the President can be re-elected.  

Serving as an officer is not a hard job. Mainly it is commitment to a end the Execu ve Commi ee Mee ngs, 
which are usually held at 6:00 pm immediately prior to the 7:00 pm Monthly Assembly Mee ngs. The officers are 
the leaders and the ”glue” that keeps our club strong. The club always needs new perspec ves, insights, and 
fresh ideas. If you are an member in good standing of SAM Assembly 138 and are interested in the possibility of 
serving as an officer, please contact Jimmie Fulce or Joe Ro o who head the Nomina ng Commi ee. 
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OCTOBER 2022 MONTHLY ASSEMBLY MEETING MINUTES 
 
The September 20, 2022 Monthly Assembly Mee ng of the 
Fort Worth SAM Assembly 138 Alliance of Illusionists began 
promptly at 7:00 pm, the Illusion Warehouse party room and 
magic shop. President Cindy Bighorse gave a few ini al an-
nouncements regarding upcoming mee ngs. October will be 
the Assembly’s annual Swap Meet, December will be a Christ-
mas Party, and January will be the club’s annual Installa on 
Banquet.  

The main core ac vity of the Monthly Assembly Mee ng was a 
lecture by Susan Williams and Andrew "The Guide" DeRuiter. 
This special "halloweenish" event was well received. They pre-
sented an unusual foray of mentalism and bizarre magic. The 
lecture was free to dues-paid-up AOI members and guests.   

Williams and DeRuiter opened with mysterious music playing 
in the background and a presenta on of their incredible spirit 
séance effect. Susan was bound ghtly with rope, a curtain 
was raised, and sound effects were heard. The climax came when the curtain fell and Susan was wearing a man’s 
jacket that had previously been dropped into the curtain cabinet a er she was ed-up. It was well presented. 

Their lecture con nued with several well-presented mentalism effects including a very unique “commi ee” rou-
ne with mul ple people assis ng from the audience. One of the highlights was a mul ple predic on effect using 

a stack of three jumbo dice. This one had everyone scratching their heads! In all, the evening was a lot of fun and 
was yet another hallmark for the incredible SAM Assembly 138! 
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OCTOBER 2022 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

President Cindy Bighorse called to order the Thursday October 20, 2022 Execu ve Commi ee Mee ng of the 
Alliance of Illusionists at about 6:00 pm on in the Museum Room of the Illusion Warehouse. A quorum was pre-
sent with President Cindy Bighorse, Secretary Bruce Chadwick, Sergeant at Arms Joe Ro o, and Historian Lonnie 
Olander. Also in a endance were members in good standing Jimmie and Lisa Fulce. Not in a endance was Treas-
urer Mark Bynum, Vice-President Bernie Trowbridge, or Member at Large Nikolas Alignay. 

The September Execu ve Commi ee minutes as presented in the October SERVANTE monthly assembly news-
le er were approved as printed. Treasurer Mark Bynum presented an e-mail financial report  repor ng that since 
his last report the club had one expense of $23.46 for MailChimp and that the club profited from the 2022 TAOM 
conven on. The club’s Opera ng Account balance is currently $6120.55 plus the Helmer/Dolenz pillow. 

A Nomina ng Commi ee to choose officers for the 2023 club year will be chosen during the October Monthly 
Assembly Mee ng. (Subsequent mee ng note; Jimmie Fulce and Joe Ro o were chosen to lead the commi ee). 
The October Monthly Assembly Mee ng will be a lecture by Andrew “The Guide” DeRuiter. The Execu ve Com-
mi ee voted to give Susan Willams and Andrew DeRuiter an expense check for $100. The November Monthly 
Assembly Mee ng will be a Swap Meet.  

The December Monthly Assembly Mee ng will be the club’s annual Christmas Party. Connor Branach will enter-
tain at the event. The mee ng will also be the elec on of officers. The planning commi ee is comprised of Lisa 
Fulce and Cindy Bighorse. Food details, the possibility of a gi  exchange, and other ma ers will be decided by the 
Planning and Execu ve Commi ees. 

January will be the club’s annual Installa on Banquet. The Execu ve Commi ee has decided that the banquet 
this year will be held at the Illusion Warehouse. The commi ee also voted to invite Sco  and Judy Hollingsworth 
from Aus n as the entertainment for the banquet, with the club paying their $600 fee to cover both their perfor-
mance fee, transporta on, and hotel accommoda ons. Food for the banquet will be barbecue, and probably will 
be provided by either a BBQ food truck parked on the side of the Illusion Warehouse, or catering by a barbecue 
company located in Saginaw. Either the club will pay for the food for the event, or a endees will pay the actual 
cost for the food they consume (such as in the event of using a food truck). Either way, a endees will be asked to 
pay a small fee to help offset the entertainment. With no further business, the Execu ve Commi ee Mee ng 
concluded just before 7:00 pm. 

 

IN MEMORY - ANDRE KOLE 
On October 17th, 2022 Robert J. Gurtler passed away peacefully in his sleep a er a 
long and valiant ba le with Alzheimer's. A na ve of Mesa Arizona, he had just re-
cently turned 86. Professionally known as André Kole, he became world renowned 
as not only a performer, but one of the foremost creators of magical effects. His 
genius was u lized by stage and television stars David Copperfield, Siegfried & Roy, 
Doug Henning, and countless other magicians. 

At seven years old one of his father's business associates showed the young Bob 
Gurtler a coin trick, which sparked his interest. By fourteen he created The Gurtler Magic Company. The pivotal 
moment of his life came when at twenty five he was challenged to inves gate the miracles of Christ from the 
point of view of an illusionist. This led to the next fi y plus years touring his show, 'André Kole's World of Illusion' 
in all fi y states as well as eighty countries under the banner of Campus Crusade for Christ Interna onal. He not 
only presented a full evening magic and illusion show, but audiences were given the opportunity (if they wished) 
to hear and witness through a unique presenta on, why he believed Jesus Christ was exactly who he claimed to 
be. Robert (André) shared the Gospel with an es mated ten million people in live performances, with approxi-
mately a million of those indica ng their choice to follow Christ via comment cards. 

He is survived by his wife Kathryne, daughters Robyn and Stacey, his son Tim, and his grandchildren Dus n, Dil-
lon, Colin, Camden, and Skyler. As well as his brother Dr. Richard Gurtler and his family. Loved by thousands 
around the world, Robert will always be remembered as the Magic Warrior for Christ. 
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IN MEMORY -  MAX MAVEN 

Max Maven was born Philip Goldstein on December 21, 1950 in the United States. His performances were regard-
ed as being smart and intelligent. He was recognized by Magic Magazine as one of the 100 "Most Prominent Ma-
gicians of the 20th Century.” He is widely regarded as one of the greatest mentalists of all me and typically per-
formed "interac ve" mind-reading feats.  

Maven was primarily raised in Boston, Massachuse s, where he was born. He 
began his career as a performer in nightclubs. He had previously been a Boston 
radio DJ. He was not only a gi ed writer but also created several magical and 
mentalist effects that have since been employed by other magicians. His magic 
consul ng skills have benefited entertainers including Doug Henning, Siegfried 
& Roy, Penn and Teller, and David Copperfield. He also frequently contributed 
to trade publica ons including Genii, The Linking Ring, and M-U-M. 

Over the years, he appeared on the covers of more than 30 of these publica-
ons, including The Linking Ring, Genii in 1983 (alongside Japanese magician 

Shigeo Takagi), as well as in 2007 and 2018. Addi onally, he gave feature per-
formances at the annual conferences of both the Interna onal Brotherhood of 
Magicians and the Society of American Magicians. Despite having his name 
officially changed to Max Maven, he wrote technical papers under the alias 
"Phil Goldstein." Maven was regarded as a legend in the magic community due 
to his extensive knowledge of the inven on of numerous illusions and tech-
niques as well as the history of magic. He emphasized that it is crucial to pro-
tect art history and acknowledge those who created ideas. 

Although he didn't consider himself a comic, Max Maven spent a significant por on of the 1980s appearing and 
hos ng in comedy clubs all across the na on. In 1988 the Beverly Hills Playhouse hosted his one-man show 
“Thinking in Person” for two months. Twenty years later in 2008, a larger-than-life version of the play debuted. 
Later in 2012, the play was performed at the Off-Broadway Abingdon Theatre Arts Complex. 

On several television shows, such as "Magic," "The Art of Magic," and "The MAXIMUM Dimension," he periodical-
ly appeared as a magician role (o en playing himself). He appeared on television in Chile, England, Canada, Spain, 

Portugal, Taiwan, Sweden, Norway, and Finland. The traveling scien fic exhi-
bi ons "Magic: The Scien fic of Illusion and "Magic of the Mind Illusion," 
which have visited science museums in loca ons like Boston and Los Angeles, 
all featured Maven. He rou nely performed in Japan and spoke the language 
well. He frequently spoke about crea vity and innova on at the EG Confer-
ence. 

In Count DeClues' Mystery Castle, a 1992 Halloween special on FOX, he played 
the tle role. On The World's Greatest Magic, NBC's highest-rated program of 
1994, he performed his interac ve magic. He was the host of the Israeli televi-
sion show Mi Yapil Et Ha Master ("Who Can Fool The Master?"), which was 
modeled off Penn & Teller: Fool Us. He also served as a judge on a number of 
Celebracadabra episodes in 2008.  

He appeared in a number of sitcoms and TV dramas, including "The Great Mentos" in the 1995 episode of Fresh 
Prince of Bel-Air called "Save the Last Trance for Me," "Drive, She Said" in the episode of Mork & Mindy from 
1982, and episodes of General Hospital and Top Chef. In addi on to being featured in the 2019 documentary The 
Amazing Jonathan, directed by Ben Berman, he was also interviewed by the Los Angeles Times regarding recent 
happenings at The Magic Castle. The great legend in magic Max Maven passed on November 1, 2022 in Los Ange-
les, California. 
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HOW!! 
 
 
In recogni on of American Indian apprecia on month, it seems appropriate to be thankful for all that AOI brings 
to the table. So let's talk turkey 
 
I am thankful that this organiza on honors, year a er year, compassion. You encourage the performers and share 
recommenda ons. I watch as visitors arrive. They are greeted with warm welcomes. It's rare that anything is le  
una ended. If the club needs to do something, there is an AOI magician that steps up to get the work done. Our 
focus is not only magic, but the advancement of our fellow magicians.   
 
I am thankful that our outside skills contribute to the be erment of our organiza on. AOI has learned to rely on 
and appreciate the vast skill sets within, and those that extend beyond our group to benefit others.  
 
As we start closing out this year, it is important that you know AOI is successful because of the talent and com-
passion of each and everyone of you. 
 
Be thankful and let's keep rocking in 2023. 
 
Cindy Bighorse, 
2022 President 
SAM Assembly 138  
Alliance of Illusionists 
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 2022 OFFICERS 
 
1. PRESIDENT:   Cindy Bighorse  cabighorse@gmail.com   817-846-4062 
2. VICE PRESIDENT:  Bernie Trowbridge  berntrow@sbcglobal.net   214-998-0352 
3. SECRETARY:       Bruce Chadwick  chadwickillusionist@yahoo.com  817-832-6062 
4. TREASURER:  Mark Bynum   mark.bynum12@a .net   817-437-8936 
5. SERGEANT AT ARMS:  Joe Ro o   jro o@yahoo.com   941-375-9657 
6. HISTORIAN:            Lonnie O’Lander  lonnie_olander@baylor.edu   254-749-0124  
7. MEMBER AT LARGE:        Nikko Alignay   alignay.nikolas.ong@gmail.com   682-239-4948  

DFW AREA MAGIC HAPPENINGS 
 
FORT WORTH SAM ASSEMBLY 138 ALLIANCE OF ILLUSIONISTS 
Meets on the third Thursday of each month, 7:00 pm at the Illusion Warehouse magic shop located at 3917 
McCart Avenue, Fort Worth, Texas 76110. Contact communica ons@allianceofillusionists.com or go to h p://
sam138.com/alliance/ or Facebook  at h ps://www.facebook.com/groups/162025544420781/ 

 
FORT WORTH MAGICIANS CLUB INC AND REN CLARK IBM RING 15 
Meets on the first Thursday of each month, 7:00 pm. See their Facebook group for details. 
 
MID-CITIES MAGIC CIRCLE 
Meets monthly. See the Mid-Ci es Magic Circle Facebook group. 
 

DALLAS MAGIC CLUB, SAM ASSEMBLY 13 AND IBM RING 174 
See www.DallasMagic.org for mee ng informa on. 
 
IMPROV COMEDY CLUBS IN ADDISON AND ARLINGTON 
Both comedy clubs periodically host weekend comedy magic shows. For more de-
tails go to either www.ImprovArlington.com or www.ImprovAddison.com. 
 
MAGIC IN THE LIVING ROOM 
Periodic magic shows every 1st Tuesday at 7:00 pm at The Line Public House, 940 E Beltline in Richardson. See 
www.MagicLivingRoom.com for more informa on. 
 

It takes time to 
figure out who you 

are onstage. 


